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HIROSHIMA CITY広島市 

Transportation 
 

Train 

Hiroshima Station (広島駅) is easily accessed by all parts of the prefecture. As the central 

transportation hub for the prefecture, all roads lead here. The most popular line is the Sanyo line, which 

heads East to West, connecting most of the cities along the coast. It also heads to neighboring 

Yamaguchi and Okayama prefectures, and beyond. The Kure Line heads south towards Kure 

(naturally). The Kabe Line heads through Yokogawa Station and then continues north to the northern 

wards of Hiroshima City. Finally, the lesser-used Geibi Line heads north through Asakita ward before 

continuing into the countryside towards Miyoshi. Hiroshima station is also home to the Shinkansen! 

With very limited stops within the prefecture, it’s more useful if you’re heading somewhere further away 

like Fukuoka (70min/ 9,000Y), Osaka (95min/10,400Y), or Tokyo (4hours, 19,000Y). 

 

Bus 

The Hiroshima Bus Center (広島バスセンター) is located on the third floor of the SOGO department 

store, at the large intersection not too far from Hondori. The nearest streetcar stop is Kamiyamachi-

nishi (紙屋町西). From here you can access just about anywhere in Hiroshima city, most cities in the 

prefecture, and several major cities outside of Hiroshima. It’s a useful and cheap way to access 

Fukuoka and Osaka. Tokyo can be accessed by overnight bus. Please see the Public Transportation 

section of the guidebook for more information. 

 

Streetcar 

A very convenient way to get around Hiroshima city! The most common route is from Hiroshima station 

towards Peace Park, frequently used by tourists and commuters alike. It’s cheap and punctual. Please 

see the Public Transportation section of the guidebook for more information.  

 

 

Sightseeing in Hiroshima 

 
The Peace Park, A-Bomb Dome, and Atomic Bomb Museum 

Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park was once the city’s busiest downtown commercial and residential 

district. The park was built on an open field that was left from the explosion. Today there are a number 

of memorials and monuments, museums, and lecture halls, which draw over a million visitors annually. 
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The annual Peace Memorial Ceremony is held in the park in the week surrounding the anniversary of 

the dropped bomb on August 6th.  The park also has an information centre and free wireless Internet. 

As one of the few remaining buildings left standing after the blast of the atomic bomb, the Genbaku 

Dome (or Atomic Bomb Dome), a a registered World Heritage Site, and stands as a symbol to the world 

to seek peace and the complete abolishment of nuclear weapons. 

A somber, emotional experience, the Atomic Bomb Museum is an essential visit for anyone living in 

Hiroshima. Please give yourself at least two two three hours to properly take in all that the museum has 

to offer. Entrance is only ¥50.  

Hours of operation: 

9:30 - 18:00 (Apr. 1 – Sep. 30) 

9:30 - 19:00 (Aug. 1 - 15) 

8:30 - 17:00 (Oct. 1 – Mar. 31) 

 

All residents of Hiroshima-ken have free access to an extensive English library in the International 

Library Lounge located on the first floor of the International Conference Centre in the Peace Park. 

Other foreign language titles are available. Free registration with proof of residence. Free Wi-Fi and 

weekly Japanese classes are offered here as well. Please check in person for the most current 

information.  

 

Hiroshima Castle 

This reconstructed castle houses a museum of pre-war history and samurai lore. It offers bilingual 

information about the history of Hiroshima. The castle is a 10 minute walk from Kamiyacho tram stop or 

a 15 minute walk from Peace Park. The cherry blossom trees lining the border of the castle make an 

outstanding place for cherry blossom picnics (hanami) parties in spring. Hours of operation: 9:00 to 

18:00 (until 17:00 on weekdays from Dec to Feb). 

 

Miyajima 

Along with the Genbaku Dome, Miyajima is Hiroshima’s other UNESCO World Heritage Site. One the 

most famous places in the prefecture to visit and arguably the most beautiful. Spectacular at all times of 

the year, Miyajima is a must-visit place in Hiroshima prefecture, and can be easily accessed from 

Hiroshima city. Things to see on the island include the brilliant vermillion red Itsukushima shrine, the 

giant and magestic torii gate (which appears to be floating on the water when the tide is high), Mt. 

Misen (of which the peak is both hikeable and accessible by cable car, offering beautiful views of the 

sea), a decent aquarium, and of course the several semi-friendly deer roaming around. There is also a 

famous shopping street which is probably the best place in Hiroshima to go souvenir shopping. There 

are an abundance of festivals on the island throughout the year, such as the fireworks festival, the 

oyster festival, and a music festival in summer. Don’t be surprised if you end up here more than a few 

times during your stay in Hiroshima. The island is a 25 minute train ride from Hiroshima station on the 
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JR Sanyo line. The main ferry terminal on the mainland is Miyajimaguchi (宮島口), which can be 

reached from JR Hiroshima station either by train (¥400, or ¥570 for a combination ticket with the ferry, 

25 minutes) or by street car, line #2 (¥270, 70 minutes). 

 

The Prefectural Art Museum and Shukkeien Garden 

This beautiful Japanese garden and museum are situated in the middle of the city. There’s an excellent 

permanent collection of Japanese paintings and traditional folding partitions. Take a streetcar bound for 

Hakushima and get off at Shukkeien Mae. ¥510 Museum admission, ¥250 Garden admission. 

 

Museum Hours of Operation: 

9:00 - 20:00 (4/1/2014 -11/9/2014) 

9:00 - 19:00 (11/10/2014 – 3/31/2015) 

 

Garden Hours of Operation: 

9:00 - 18:00 (4/1 – 9/30) 

9:00 - 17:00 (10/1 – 3/31) 

 

Hiroshima Museum of Art 

This museum is heavily stocked with the European heavy weights, including works by impressionists 

such as Monet, Renoir, and Degas among others. You’ll find this gallery hidden behind the Rhiga Royal 

Hotel, which is next to SOGO department store mall. Hours of operation : 9:00 – 17:00. \1,000 

admission. 

 

Museum of Contemporary Art and Hijiyama Park 

If you're at all a fan of modern art, this beautiful building and its grounds are well worth the trip. Take 

the line 5 streetcar to Hijiyama-shita station. There's also a Manga Library near the museum. Hours of 

operation: 10:00 – 17:00. \370 admission. 

 

Mitaki Temple 

Beautiful and atmospheric at any time of the year, Mitaki is particularly stunning in autumn when the 

leaves turn. Mitaki station is just two stops (about 10 minutes) from Hiroshima station on the Kabe Line 

from where it’s a 20-minute walk up the hill. From inside of the temple grounds, you can access hiking 
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trails that reach beautiful views of Hiroshima city. The A-course is about a one hour hike that loops 

around, and is highly recommended for the views. 

 

Fukuromachi Elementary School Peace Museum 

The school is one of the famous ruins of the atomic bomb. It also served as a major hub for survivors, 

children, educators, and those searching for missing loved ones in the aftermath of the bomb. 

Children’s drawings, artifacts, pictures, letters, and wall markings offer a more intimate experience than 

the Peace Memorial Park and Museum. Located a few minutes away from the Peace Park: 〒730-0036 

6-36 Fukuro-machi, Naka-ku, Hiroshima City. Hours: 9:00-17:00. 

 

Former Bank of Japan 

The Former Bank of Japan building is an imposing building that was one of the very few structures to 

withstand the atomic blast, which is especially impressive given how close it was to the epicenter. It is 

now an open public space with no entry fee. There are regular local art exhibits here, but perhaps even 

more fascinating is the structure itself. You’re free to wander around almost the entire building, 

including the massive vaults in the basement. It’s often overlooked among the many other things to see 

and do in the city, but it’s worth spending an hour there if you’re looking to escape the more heavily 

visited tourist spots. Address: 5-21 Fukuro-machi, Naka-ku, Hiroshima-shi. Directions: Located on Rijo-

dori, opposite Fukuromachi streetcar stop. 

 

Mazda Museum Tour 

Headquartered in Hiroshima and responsible for a large amount of Hiroshima’s GDP, Mazda also 

contains a museum within the confines of its corporate campus. Free tours are offered in both 

Japanese and English, where you can see a portion of the assembly line, as well as prototypes of cars 

they are working on for the future! Reservations are required and are accepted up to one year in 

advance. E-mail : mazdamuseum@mail.mazda.co.jp or by phone : 082-252-5050. For more 

information please see http://www.mazda.com/mazdaspirit/museum 

 

Hiroshima City Botanical Gardens 

A garden five times bigger than the inside of the Mazda Zoom-Zoom stadium! Take the Hiroden bus 

from SOGO Bus Center bound to Yakushigaoka Danchi (40min). Hours: Closed Fridays, Closed Dec 

29 - Jan 3. Entrance fee: ¥500. Hours: 9:00-16:30. 

 

 

mailto:mazdamuseum@mail.mazda.co.jp
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Asa Zoo 

The Asa Zoo is home to around 160 species of land animals from Asia, Africa and Europe. In total, 

1,500 land animals are part of its collection as well as some 5,000 fish. If you’re lucky, you may be able 

to witness a battle of the monkeys on monkey mountain. They’re pretty violent and it gets scary. You 

can also feed the giraffes. From JR Hiroshima Station: Take the Asahigaoka Bus to the park. The bus 

crosses the Astram Line at Kamiyasu Station. 60 minutes. Tickets: ¥500. Telephone: 082-838-1111. 

Hours: 9:00-16:30 (closed Thursdays). 

 

Shopping 
 

The main shopping street is called Hondori, which is a large covered street, with the Parco Department 

Store at one end being a central and common meeting point. There are many stores that have been left 

off this list, so your best bet is to simply explore. Many of the smaller streets off Hondori house 

boutiques and alternative stores that are well worth a look. 

 

SHOPPING MALLS 

 

Alpark  A big shopping mall just west of the city including a movie theatre and sports store. 

Take the JR train to Shin-Inokuchi station on the Sanyo Line, or the Miyajima 

streetcar line to Shoko Center Iriguchi. Also known as アルパーク。 

Soleil AEON This is a huge mall in the Fuchu area east of Hiroshima Station that includes a great 

movie theater, import food shop, Uniqlo, Jusco, and dozens of other stores. Located 

near Tenjin Gawa station on the Sanyo Line, one stop east of Hiroshima.   Also 

accessible by a free shuttle bus that runs from the shinkansen side of Hiroshima 

Station.   Also known as ソレイユ。 

Don Quixote A huge discount chain store that can be found throughout Japan. These stores 

literally stock everything. Canadians take note: ketchup chips are sometimes available 

here. Also a great place for all of your Halloween costume needs! There are three 

locations – downtown near PARCO, One in Ujina, and in Gion in Asaminami-ku.  

Fuji Grand This department store/shopping mall includes a great grocery store and import food 

store, as well as a variety of shops on the upper floors. Located downtown off of 

Heiwa Dori. 2-1 Takaramachi, Naka Ward, Hiroshima.  
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Fukuya  Located across from Hiroshima Station and connected by an underground passage. 

The 11-floor building is home to the Fukuya Department Store and many other 

smaller shops. One of the largest bookstores with possibly the largest selection of 

English books and English teaching materials in Hiroshima Prefecture is on the 10th 

floor. The free panoramic view from the roof is one of the best places to view 

Hiroshima City. Also, every other Sunday at the food court on the 11th floor, a free 

English-Japanese language exchange club is held. Please check it out! 

www.meetup.com/HAJELE/ 

Fukuya       The older and smaller Fukuya department store is located downtown in   

Hatchobori Hatchobori and carries many luxury brands. Sometimes hosts art exhibits (in 2013 a 

pretty sweet Beatles exhibition was held, including original instruments owned by Paul 

McCartney and John Lennon). 

Marina Hop Marina Hop is Hiroshima's large stylish outlet mall. Its design using pastel colors and 

1950s art deco curves is a good fit with the fascination Japanese people have with 

American culture. There are a variety of different fashion, lifestyle, sports and other 

trendy outlet stores to pick from, as well as a wonderful J-café with a spacious 

outdoor terrace and sea view. Take the #3 bus from anywhere downtown, for Marina 

Hop, and ride it to the last stop. 

PARCO A department store made up of 2 buildings at the eastern end of Hondori. Tower 

Records is on the top floor, as is Club Quattro, a gig space. There’s also MUJI, a 

popular home store, and GAP clothing. The Starbucks opposite Parco is a popular 

meeting place. 

Shareo Underground mall beneath the crossing outside SOGO. Main attractions are 

Starbucks and Jupiter, an import food shop, but it’s mostly used as a convenient 

walking hub for commuters. 

SOGO Huge department store opposite the prefectural offices. The bus centre is located on 

the third floor. Good selection of English books in Kinokuniya on the 6th floor and 

large selection of food including bagels in the 2nd floor basement. Pacela Shopping 

Centre is next door and has some good restaurants and a little sky terrace. Loft, a 

popular “everything shop”, is also located there. 

Sunmall An interesting little shopping centre on Hondori just south of Sogo. Shops included 

are: Uniqlo (a new-style Japanese firm making good casual clothes available for all), 

and a CD store with perhaps the cheapest imported CDs in the city. There are also 

several second-hand clothing shops above it, as well as some Gothic / Lolita places 

and several anime merchandise stores. The top floor has a really nice souvenir shop 

perfect for Christmas presents! Highly recommended. 

Tokyu Hands The self-proclaimed "creative life store" has everything you need for daily living except 

groceries. Tokyu Hands is best described as a department store for the under 30 

crowd. It has everything from pots and pans to games and costumes. 
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Loft Very similar to Toku Hands, and always crowded and popular. This store is spread 

out on one massive floor on the top of the AQA building next to SOGO has all the 

trinkets, gadjits, and cutesy things you could ever ask for (stationary, calendars, hats, 

slippers, pillows, backpacks, Christmas cards, etc.). Worth a visit at least once. 

Mitsukoshi Known as the store for “grownups,” Mitsukoshi caters to the more refined (and often 

more expensive) tastes of its more mature shoppers. If you are looking to impress 

coworkers after a conference trip, the basement food stalls are a great place to pick 

up omiyage for the office. Try the famous cha-no-wa matcha green tea butter cakes. 

Located just across the street from the Ebisucho streetcar stop.  

Youme Town Big department store including a huge grocery store on the 1st floor, Starbucks, bike 

shop, electronics and home appliances. A variety of small stores are on the 2nd floor. 

Take Hiroden number 5 streetcar and get off at the Minamimachi Rokuchome stop. 

Open everyday from 9:00-24:00. 

ELECTRONICS 

 

Edion  A huge electronics shop across the main road from Sogo. You can   also access it via 

Shareo underground shopping mall. 

LABI  Also known as Yamada Denki, this electronics store is hard to miss, at the major 

crossroads of the Hatchobori streetcar stop. Several floors of computers, television 

sets, etc. The building also includes UNIQLO, and on the 7th floor, the Maruzen 

bookstore has  

 

ENGLISH BOOKSTORES 

 

Fukuya The department store opposite the station has the best selection of books and 

Japanese language materials in the city on the 10th floor. English magazines 

available. Japanese-English language exchange free meet and chat’s available on the 

11th floor every other Sunday! Check www.meetup.com/HAJELE  

Maruzen Located on the 7th floor of the LABI (Yamada Denki) electronics store downtown, 

Maruzen has one of the best selections of English books and Japanese Language 

materials available in the prefecture (turn right immediately after exiting the elevator 

for the English language section). 

 

Kinokuniya On the 6th floor of Sogo shopping mall, this has a smaller but slightly different 

selection. 
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Outsider The Book Nook, a used bookstore, can be found in this good hang-out place that 

holds free movie nights every 2nd and 4th Saturday from 7:30pm. This is where the 

“Outsider” magazine is produced. Located on the 2nd floor of the Nakano Building, 1-

5-17 Kamiya Nakaku (near Kokusai Hotel). Hours: Weekdays 10:00-21:00, Saturdays 

10:00-18:00, Sundays 13:00-18:00. 

 

SPORTING GOODS 

 

Sports  Located in Soleil AEON Mall (See shopping section). 

 Authority  There is a second location on the Kabe line (get off at Bairin station) 

Super Sports      Located at Alpark shopping mall (see information under Shopping 

 Xebio       Malls). Camping equipment also available here! 

Montbell Great store selling equipment/gear for outdoor activities including hiking, camping, 

cycling, skiing, snowboarding, fishing, kayaking, and traveling. Located in the 

Hiroshima Train Vert Building on the 1st and 2nd floor and accessible from the 

underground mall Shareo (1-2-22, Naka-ku, Hiroshima-shi). Hours: 10:00 – 20:00. 

Tel: 81-82-504-6921  

 

Bookoff (Yagi)  Like many of the other bookoffs in town this store carries second hand goods. 

However, this particular store specializes in sporting equipment. They are known for 

having a wide selection of winter sports (snowboards, skis, coats, boots) especially. 

Take the kabe line to the Bairin stop and it is a five-minute walk from the station. 

There is also a giant book-off downtown near Hondori along the streetcar line with 

plenty of used clothes, books, CDs, and movies.  

 

 

 

Foreign Food Shopping 
It may not be long before you are wishing for a home-cooked meal. Some things are hard to find, but 

most are possible. Here are the best places to find what you can’t seem to live without. 
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NAME DESCRIPTION 

Anderson 

Kitchen 

 

 

Occupying an old, renovated bank building in 

the Hondori covered shopping arcade, this 

popular place not far from Peace Memorial 

Park has a gourmet food department on its 

ground floor offering baked goods, wine, and 

imported delicacies, while the second floor has 

a cafeteria specializing in different types of 

food. 

Bagel   

& Bagel 

Bagel shop located in Sogo in the 2
nd

 

basement, on the 5
th
 floor of Hiroshima Station, 

and in the basement of Hiroshima station (JR 

side) next to Kaldi import food store. 

Costco Next to Mazda Zoom-Zoom stadium on the 

opposite side of the main gate. This is just like 

the Costco we have back home with bulk items 

for sale. A membership is required to enter. 

NAME DESCRIPTION 

Don 

Quixote 

A huge discount chain store that also imports 

foreign foods and liquor.  

Jupiter This is a popular, though expensive, import 

food shop where you can get American and 

European cereal and other hard to find 

ingredients. Jupiter is located in the 

underground Shareo Shopping Mall 

Kaldi 

Coffee 

Farm 

This is a popular and slightly expensive import 

food shop where you can get a variety of 

spices, condiments, goodies and alcohol from 

around the world. It’s similar to Jupiter, yet 

offers different selections. Kaldi is located at 

Fuji Grand Shopping Mall, at Yume Town, and 

Soleil AEON Mall. 

Pro Foods This place in Gion, about a 15 minute bus or 

bike ride from Yokogawa Station, is well worth 

the hassle of getting there. Take any bus from 

platform 8 of the Bus Center. It's the 7
th stop, 

Nishihara (西原). Get off the bus, backtrack, 

and turn right. It's about a minute's walk. 

Pro Mart Pro-Mart is a cross between Pro-Foods and a 

normal supermarket. You can buy bulk import 
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and domestic foods.  At Hatchobori main 

crossing, follow Hakushima streetcar line. It’s 

before the Prefectural Art Museum/Shukkeien 

Gardens. 

Yamaya This very affordable place mainly sells imported 

liquor, but also has a good selection of snacks 

and imported food for cheap. There’s one 

downtown close to Hatchobori; another one 

near the castle, and a third one about 10 

minute walk east of Soleil AEON Mall. 

 

 

 

Restaurants 
Before you get your heart set on eating at one of the places mentioned below, find out if it still exists. 

Hiroshima's restaurants are notorious for disappearing overnight and resurfacing as something 

completely different. Beyond the ones listed here there are countless great restaurants to be found, 

including many that are English-friendly. Your best bet is to pick up an English guide/map – we 

recommend Get Hiroshima (now also in magazine form!) but it’s not the only good one – and try some 

places out. 

 

Most middle-of-the-road restaurants run nomihodai (all-you-can-drink) and tebehodai (all-you-can-eat) 

specials for larger groups and sometimes even for two people. They are usually well-priced and 

especially good value if you take full advantage. Also, during summer months, many department stores 

and restaurants open rooftop beer gardens, which offer all-you-can eat/drink buffets and beer for 

around ¥3,000 for several hours. If you want to put your kanji practice to good use, check out sites like 

Tabelog, Gurunavi and Hot Pepper to find some great coupons and money-saving options. 

 

Tabelog  http://tabelog.com 

Gurunavi  http://www.gnavi.co.jp 

Hot Pepper http://www.hotpepper.jp 

 

 

 

http://tabelog.com/
http://tabelog.com/
http://www.gnavi.co.jp/
http://www.gnavi.co.jp/
http://www.hotpepper.jp/
http://www.hotpepper.jp/
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JAPANESE FOOD 

 

Micchan みっちゃん is perhaps the most famous okonomiyaki place in Hiroshima city. 

There are several locations scattered about, but the original (and the one with the 

longest line) is located a few streets behind Tokyu Hands (Nearest streetcar stop: 

Hatchobori). Worth the long wait! http://www.okonomi.co.jp/ 082-221-5438  

 

Toshinoya としのや is another fantastic and highly recommended okonomiyaki restaurant. This 

place is known for its Fuchu-style okonomiyaki, which is blow-torched to be crispier 

than normal, and includes minced pork instead of pork strips. Delicious! Also serves 

super cold below freezing Asahi beer! A five minute walk east of Peace Park in the 

Dobashi neighborhood. http://www.toshinoya.com/ 082-231-1048 

 

Ippudo 一風堂 is one of the best places in the city for ramen! This restaurant originated in 

Fukuoka (the city of delicious ramen), and thus serves it to utter perfection. You 

won’t be disappointed. Just off of Hondori on a perpendicular street. ippudo.com  

082-504-3536 

 

Sumino-ya 炭乃家 is a cheap and delicious place for yaki-niku! For around 3,000 yen you can 

get a great tabenomihodai set. The bibimbap is especially delicious and highly 

recommended! Has a nice atmosphere. Located just south of Hondori (two side 

streets) on the third floor of the Temahimaya izakaya building. 082-247-2990 

 

Hanbey 半兵ヱ is a fantastic izakaya with incredibly cheap prices (beers for less than 300 

yen). There is an English menu and an assortment of things to try (including frog)! 

But perhaps the best part of this little place is the old-time atmosphere. Check it out! 

Busy. Just around the corner from Starbucks near PARCO on a small side street. 

http://www.hanbey.com/ 082-545-4411 

 

Handaya 食堂半田屋 is very cheap, very fast, and very convenient. It’s a cafeteria where you 

grab what you like and put it on your tray. Don’t go out of your way to come here if 

you’re looking for something delicious, but very good if you want to save money or 

are in a hurry! Ramen for less than 300 yen. Walking along Hondori, turn north from 

Tully’s Coffee Shop and walk for a minute. On your left. Green sign. 082-545-6622   

http://www.okonomi.co.jp/
http://www.toshinoya.com/
http://maps.google.co.jp/local_url?dq=ippudo&q=http://www.ippudo.com/&oi=miw&sa=X&ct=miw_link&cd=1&cad=homepage,cid:8119568470690559796&ei=cAyQU4DkFMuc8wW9tICIAg&s=ANYYN7nCrWFIXEmsnh8rKEZs0ml0FMDL5Q
http://www.hanbey.com/
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AMERICAN / BRITISH / IRISH / MEXICAN / MEDITERRANEAN  

 

Cusco Cafe South American food with excellent lunch sets located near the YMCA not far from 

Hatchobori. 

Graffity  Great Mexican food restaurant is known for its selection of burritos and home 

made salsa, guacamole, and Jalapeno peppers! Located on the 4th floor of the Exa 

Building, just off of Hondori. 

Kemby’s  Besides being a popular hangout with bar and pool table, Kemby’s new food 

menu consists of Italian influenced dishes which include salads, pasta, risotto, pizza, 

meats and fish. Hamburgers can be found here, too! 

Molly Malone’s Authentic Irish food, as well as good bar snacks typical in the UK and US. Good place 

to catch rugby, football, and other sporting matches. Located on Chuo Dori. 

Otis Café Bar/restaurant located opposite Aster Plaza, directly south from the Peace Park. 

Specializing in Tex Mex food. Small portions, but a nice cozy atmosphere. 

 

For more dining options, ask other JETs or co-workders, or be adventures! 

 

 

Bars 
Nagarekawa is where you’ll find most of Hiroshima’s nightlife; a large ‘entertainment’ district also known 

as the Red Light District. There are many nice bars and restaurants. If you’re looking for a late night out, 

this is the place to be. Although Hiroshima is probably safer at night than any large city in the world, 

don’t imagine that you’re immune from anything.  

 

Mac  Feels vaguely like your friend’s wood-paneled basement. More CDs in this bar 

than in most record stores. No cover. 

Midnight Oasis Smoke-free bar, English-speaking bartender, Taka-san, serves up great late-night 

bagel sandwiches!  

Revolucion Popular hangout for foreigners and English-speaking Japanese alike. The owner and 

bartender, Nobu, speaks excellent English and has created one of the bar 

atmospheres in the city complete with a balcony… and hammock!  
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Sam’s Beer This friendly, American-style bar has the best bottled beer selection in  

Café   Hiroshima, and is run by one of the friendliest guys around. Located on Rijo-dori, 

just west across the street from the Hondori streetcar stop, on the second floor. 

Southern Kiwi-Aussie themed bar Southern Cross hosts regular live music events, DJ  

Cross  and theme parties, quiz nights and BBQs. It’s also probably your best bet if you want 

to see Australian or Kiwi sports on a big screen. 

 

GAY BARS 

Cin Cin Thirty-something crowd, cheaper drinks and English speaking barman. Good place to 

get more info on what Hiroshima has to offer. 

Frozen  Attracts a similar crowd. A little smaller than PP, but worth a look. 

PP  Off Yagenbori, this is one of the three bars where the young, good-looking crowd 

likes to hang out. Much more lively than places like Cin Cin, and the music is quite 

good. The staff is young and very friendly, though some Japanese language may be a 

bonus here. 

Splash  Apparently attracts a similar crowd to PP and Frozen. 

NOTE:  Hiroshima is not exactly ‘happening’ when it comes to the alternative scene. Finding a lesbian 

bar in Hiroshima is tricky, but there must be a couple out there! Contact your Stonewall reps 

for more info. Osaka and Tokyo both have gay districts. 

 

 

Dance Clubs 
Although dancing is technically illegal in Japan, there are bars where people dance. Your best bet is to 

check the Get Hiroshima map and website and ask around; Chinatown and Mugen often have hip-hop 

and dance shows. For the serious clubber, though, Osaka is your best bet. 

Club Chinatown  Large dancing and live space in Nagarekawa with a lot of DJ and dance events.    

Popular Halloween costume party every year. 

Club G     It’s a cleaner, smaller, more care-free fun sort of Barco’s. 

El Barco Always a popular place though it can turn into a ‘meat market’ on the weekend. 

Jamaica     Nice club with a mix of music located off of Hondori. 

Mugen Apparently the largest club in the Chugoku area, though that brings some high 

admission prices. Plenty of DJ events. 
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For a better overview of Hiroshima’s sights and nightlife, pick up the free Get Hiroshima map at various 

places around town, usually those frequented by foreigners. There’s also an excellent website at 

www.gethiroshima.com, which has info and reviews of places to go in the city. 

 

Bicycles 
If you park your bike in Hiroshima city, there are many municipal and private parking ramps downtown 

and near major travel hubs. Beware of no parking signs/maps downtown and near the main train 

stations. In these areas, parking outside of the ramps carries a risk: the bike police often work during 

the daytime on weekdays and Saturdays and if you leave your bike parked in restricted zones for too 

long, they will tow them.   

If it is towed, there will be a white sticker on the ground near where the bicycle was taken from, and will 

have the date of impound written on it. You must know the date and what area of the city it was taken 

from in order to retrieve your bicycle, as well as be able to recognize it. The impound lot is a little hard 

to find, and it costs more than ¥2100 to retrieve a bicycle.  

Helpful information from Hiroshima City website in English, including maps and fees, and addresses 

and phone number of impound lot: 

http://www.city.hiroshima.lg.jp/www/contents/0000000000000/1234166035074/files/E_itizu.pdf 

 

Fitness 
Each Hiroshima City ward has a community sports center, as well as several other facilities that are 

open to the public, often for nominal fees. The sports centers are usually equipped with basic training 

equipment, gymnasiums, and a pool. They are cheap and convenient, but they do not always have the 

best of facilities. City facilities offer coupon booklets (回数券 kaisuken). For a comprehensive listing of 

facilities with map and direct links to monthly schedules, follow the link (Japanese only):  

http://www.sports-or.city.hiroshima.jp/locate/index.html#2 

While the membership fees of most private gyms are probably expensive (average ¥10,000) in 

comparison to what you may be used to, all of them run regular specials, so be sure to inquire about 

discounts when you join. It is far more economical to become a member than pay the casual visitor 

price at most places.  

 

Green Arena - Hiroshima Prefectural General Physical Education Center  

This is the main prefectural facility for indoor sporting events, and regularly hosts various sports 

competitions as well as music concerts or fairs. There’s also a training room and swimming pool for 

public use. A variety of dance/cardio/aerobics-training classes are also available. 
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Location:   Central city, 5 min walk from SOGO Bus Center 

Pool:  Times vary  

Prices:    Training room is ¥620.  An 11 visit concession card is ¥6,200.  

There are no permanent memberships. 

Telephone:     082-228-1111 

 

Big Wave - Higashi Sports Center 

Ice-skating, figure skating, ice hockey and curling are all possible to do here at Hiroshima’s Big Wave. 

In the summer months, this area is an Olympic sized pool but from November to April, everything is on 

the ice. 

Location:   Hiroshima Big Wave- Higashi-ku Sports Center (next to the “Ushita Big Wave” 

Astram stop) 

Prices:   Adults ¥470, Children ¥230 

Telephone: 082-222-1860 

Renaissance  

A chain of huge fitness complexes with two locations in Hiroshima City. They cater to every fitness 

need: from rooftop tennis to hip-hop aerobics. Membership includes unlimited use of the training room, 

all aerobics classes and the swimming pool, with full shower/changing facilities. 

Locations: Hiroshima City, Minami-ku, next to Youme Town 

Hiroshima City, Asaminamiku, near Midorii Station (Kabe Line) 

Prices:  Casual visit: ¥3,000  

 

Tokyu Sports Oasis 

A full fitness club located on the 16th and 17th floors of the Crystal Plaza Building. Facilities include two 

aerobics studios with a range of classes, including Box Fitness, large cardio training area with 

treadmills, steppers and bikes, a variety of machine weights, limited free weights, and a 25m pool. 

Location: 16F, Crystal Plaza Building, Naka-ku. Opposite the Hokke Club Hotel. 

Prices:  ¥10,000  -  ¥20,000  

Telephone: 082-242-1090 
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YMCA Sports Center 

Located on the 7th and 8th floors of the YMCA complex in downtown Hiroshima, facilities include a 25m 

pool, a full basketball court, training room with cardio gear, machine weights and limited free weights, 

and an aerobics studio. There are also regular lessons in the pool, from water confidence classes to 

aqua-aerobics. 

Location: Hatchobori, behind the prefectural government buildings. 

Prices:  ¥1,000 (Casual visit), ¥20,000 starting fee for full membership 

Telephone: 082-223-8130 

 

Movie Theaters 
While movies typically come to Japan months after they are released back home, they are usually 

offered in English with Japanese subtitles (although sometimes dubbed as well! Be careful you know 

which version you’re going to!!). Typically around \1,800 for a ticket. Special discount days (such as the 

first of the month, Ladies on Wednesdays, or showtimes after 8PM) means you might get lucky and 

only pay \1000. For showtimes, try http://www.gethiroshima.com/cinemas/. Or type 映画広島 (えいが

ひろしま) in Google. 

 

Bart Wald 11 Located in Soreil AEON Mall (see shopping section). One of the biggest theaters in 

Hiroshima city. 082-561-0600  wald11.com 

 

Hacchoza  You’ll fall in love with this place. Comfy couch chairs and a ton of leg room. Worth the 

inflated cost of the Japanese movie ticket! Only two screens, however. 082-546-

1158   · saloncinema-cinetwin.jp 

Cinetwin  Very small, hidden movie theater just off of Hondori, in the basement, but it plays 

current movies just like the other theaters. 082-241-7711 

   saloncinema-cinetwin.jp 

 

Warner Mycal   Located in another AEON mall (not to be confused with Soreil!). Close to Hibiyama 

park. 20 minute walk East along Peace Boulevard. 082-261-1310 

   warnermycal.com  

 

http://www.gethiroshima.com/cinemas/
http://maps.google.co.jp/local_url?dq=%E6%98%A0%E7%94%BB%E9%A4%A8&q=http://wald11.com/&ved=0CF4Q5AQ&sa=X&ei=vRGQU__QKsmk8wW7gYKYBQ&s=ANYYN7k56hXGu5WRkFOJXb7Wj38C3FS7Ow
http://maps.google.co.jp/local_url?dq=%E6%98%A0%E7%94%BB%E9%A4%A8&q=http://wald11.com/&ved=0CF4Q5AQ&sa=X&ei=vRGQU__QKsmk8wW7gYKYBQ&s=ANYYN7k56hXGu5WRkFOJXb7Wj38C3FS7Ow
http://maps.google.co.jp/local_url?dq=%E6%98%A0%E7%94%BB%E9%A4%A8&q=http://www.saloncinema-cinetwin.jp/&ved=0CKEBEOQE&sa=X&ei=vRGQU__QKsmk8wW7gYKYBQ&s=ANYYN7nFhWhkQdjFOZiuEX8r33wc_rMSQA
http://maps.google.co.jp/local_url?dq=%E6%98%A0%E7%94%BB%E9%A4%A8&q=http://www.saloncinema-cinetwin.jp/&ved=0CKEBEOQE&sa=X&ei=vRGQU__QKsmk8wW7gYKYBQ&s=ANYYN7nFhWhkQdjFOZiuEX8r33wc_rMSQA
http://maps.google.co.jp/local_url?dq=%E6%98%A0%E7%94%BB%E9%A4%A8&q=http://www.saloncinema-cinetwin.jp/&oi=miw&sa=X&ct=miw_link&cd=1&cad=homepage,cid:7254482446009758576&ei=-xOQU_zCBNLR8AWc8IH4Cg&s=ANYYN7nxyutFmZxI-PYiHxMwDD896rrQRQ
http://maps.google.co.jp/local_url?dq=%E6%98%A0%E7%94%BB%E9%A4%A8&q=http://www.saloncinema-cinetwin.jp/&oi=miw&sa=X&ct=miw_link&cd=1&cad=homepage,cid:7254482446009758576&ei=-xOQU_zCBNLR8AWc8IH4Cg&s=ANYYN7nxyutFmZxI-PYiHxMwDD896rrQRQ
http://maps.google.co.jp/local_url?dq=warner+mycal&q=http://www.warnermycal.com/&oi=miw&sa=X&ct=miw_link&cd=1&cad=homepage,cid:16116353783922989954&ei=RxOQU6ybAZTV8AWI_YHwCw&s=ANYYN7nWmQu5mw56cNonX9hLiAIhDwwysQ
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TOHO Midorii Located in the Midorii shopping section (accessible by Astram, Kabe JR line, or bus). 

Another large movie complex, although a bit out of the way from downtown Hiroshima. 

082-831-8060   · hlo.tohotheater.jp 

 

  

http://maps.google.co.jp/local_url?dq=%E5%BA%83%E5%B3%B6%E7%9C%8C%E5%BA%83%E5%B3%B6%E5%B8%82%E5%AE%89%E4%BD%90%E5%8D%97%E5%8C%BA%E7%B7%91%E4%BA%95%EF%BC%91%E2%88%92%EF%BC%95%E2%88%92%EF%BC%92+%EF%BC%B4%EF%BC%AF%EF%BC%A8%EF%BC%AF%E3%82%B7%E3%83%8D%E3%83%9E%E3%82%BA%E7%B7%91%E4%BA%95&q=http://hlo.tohotheater.jp/net/schedule/019/TNPI2000J01.do&ved=0CBAQ5AQ&sa=X&ei=zBKQU6f2OsKV8AXK1YHYAw&s=ANYYN7nqXU3TnBU7sGheHA45lnaIgcXj4g
http://maps.google.co.jp/local_url?dq=%E5%BA%83%E5%B3%B6%E7%9C%8C%E5%BA%83%E5%B3%B6%E5%B8%82%E5%AE%89%E4%BD%90%E5%8D%97%E5%8C%BA%E7%B7%91%E4%BA%95%EF%BC%91%E2%88%92%EF%BC%95%E2%88%92%EF%BC%92+%EF%BC%B4%EF%BC%AF%EF%BC%A8%EF%BC%AF%E3%82%B7%E3%83%8D%E3%83%9E%E3%82%BA%E7%B7%91%E4%BA%95&q=http://hlo.tohotheater.jp/net/schedule/019/TNPI2000J01.do&ved=0CBAQ5AQ&sa=X&ei=zBKQU6f2OsKV8AXK1YHYAw&s=ANYYN7nqXU3TnBU7sGheHA45lnaIgcXj4g
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FUKUYAMA 福山 
www.fukuyama-kanko.com/english/index.html 

Fukuyama is the second largest city in Hiroshima-ken and has a population of about 465,000 people. It 

was first established in 1619 when Katsunari Mizuno, a feudal lord and cousin of Tokugawa Ieyasu built 

a castle in the area and thereafter, the city known as Fukuyama began to flourish. Fukuyama city is 

mainly an industrial city, with strong ties to shipbuilding and steel manufacturing companies such as 

JFE Steel Corporation West Japan Steelworks. As part of the Bingo region, as opposed to the Aki 

region where Hiroshima city is located, Fukuyama has a very unique and individual atmosphere.  

Originally, Fukuyama castle area was known as koumoriyama or Bat Mountain. However, the Chinese 

character for bat can also be read as fuku and eventually the name morphed into Fukuyama, which 

means Lucky Mountain. As a result, the official city symbol for Fukuyama is the bat. This symbol can be 

seen on the city flag.  

During WWII, Fukuyama was badly damaged by air raids. Much of the city was reduced to rubble and 

many people were killed or injured. As a result, the city morale dropped to an all time low. In 1956, local 

residents planted 1,000 rose seedlings and launched the Rose Exhibition in an effort to revive the city. 

The exhibition is now known as the Fukuyama Rose Festival, an event held annually in May to honour 

the city and its citizens. Consequently, the rose has also become a symbol of Fukuyama city and the 

endurance of its people. 

The city is growing and changing rapidly. One major mall, CASPA, closed a few years ago, but the 

building is still standing and serves as a prominent and useful landmark. Another new mall, INES/Rose 

Tower, recently opened, with restaurants, shops, and a hotel. The bus center renovations were 

completed early in 2012, and now the city's bus system is more streamlined, with a central information 

office right outside the train station which also got a facelift this year.  

Fukuyama spans a comparatively large area and has a number of landscapes, from mountains and 

rural rice fields to urban development, industry and production, and beautiful beaches. It is the perfect 

jumping-off point for numerous day or weekend trips, but it also has many attractions of its own. 

Whether you're looking to shop or party, or spend some quiet time in a cafe or out in nature, Fukuyama 

has something to offer. 

 

Transportation 
By Train 

Fukuyama city is easily accessible from the east and the west and conveniently located along the 

Sanyo Shinkansen line. This means that you can get a direct bullet train to Tokyo or Hakata, without 

using any local trains. There is a Shinkansen information center located within the station. Look for the 

Midori Madoguchi, or green ticket window. In addition, there is also a discount ticket shop near the 

station, which allows you to buy cheaper tickets from a vending machine. Exit the the South side of the 

station and walk toward Tenmaya with the Bus Center on your right. There are 2 vending machines on 

your left: one for highway buses, and one for Shinkansen. If you buy from the vending machines, be 

careful of blackout dates, such as during Golden Week in May or Obon in August.  

http://www.fukuyama-kanko.com/english/index.html
http://www.fukuyama-kanko.com/english/index.html
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There are two main local train lines that run through Fukuyama station, the Sanyo line and the Fukuen 

line. The Sanyo line runs from Okayama towards Hiroshima city and the Fukuen line runs from 

Fukuyama station to the northern region of the prefecture in the direction of Fuchu. 

By Bus 

Fukuyama is also serviced by a very efficient, punctual bus system. However, buses that go to sparsely 

populated areas tend to be infrequent.  All bus terminals are located in front of the station. There are 

two main companies that operate the bus system in Fukuyama, Chugoku Bus and Tomotetsu Bus.  The 

main bus information center has timetables and routes for both Chugoku and Tomotetsu buses, as well 

as highway buses.  

http://www.tomotetsu.co.jp/tomotetsu/ 

http://www.chugokubus.jp/ 

At the information center, you can purchase PASPY cards. For further information see the Public 

Transportation section above.  

THE ROSE LINER is the bus that runs directly to Hiroshima city (Sogo bus terminal). Tickets are 

available on the bus; at the discount vending machine; or from Fukuyama City Hall, on the second floor. 

THE AIRPORT BUS runs directly to Hiroshima airport. It currently departs from platform 2. Tickets are 

available on the bus or at the discount vending machine. 

 

Getting around in Fukuyama 

By Taxi 

Taxis are easily available at the north and south exit of the station. There is also a taxi stand located 

beside Tenmaya and in the Hondori at night.  In the case that you would like to call a taxi to your home, 

the following companies operate within the Fukuyama area. 

Asahi Taxi 084-954-7700 (also has large taxis available for those traveling with a large amount of 

luggage. Must be reserved before hand. 

Rose Taxi 084-948-6210 

By Bicycle 

Using a bicycle is the most common mode of transport among the JET community in Fukuyama. As a 

result, bicycle etiquette has become increasingly important. Firstly, Fukuyama has quite strict rules 

regarding riding a bicycle. For example, you must always have two hands on the handle bars. This 

means that you can’t talk on a cell phone or hold an umbrella while cycling. In addition, although it is 

not obligatory to use your bicycle light at night, it is advisable. You should usually cycle on the left side, 

but be aware that not everyone follows this convention, or any of them, so pay attention to your 

surroundings.  

There are several bicycle parking lots around Fukuyama station area. These are often manic in the 

morning and congested. If you do not put your bicycles in these designated areas, you run the risk of 

having your bicycle put into the bicycle graveyard by city officials. Recently police have also begun 

suggesting the use of two locks due a higher volume of bicycle thefts in the station areas. 

 

 

http://www.tomotetsu.co.jp/tomotetsu/
http://www.tomotetsu.co.jp/tomotetsu/
http://www.chugokubus.jp/
http://www.chugokubus.jp/
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Major Reference Points 

ROUTE 2 / NIGOUSEN is the main highway that runs through Fukuyama city. It stretches from 

Okayama ken to Yamaguchi ken.  Route 2 runs parallel to the Shinkansen tracks and perpendicular to 

the Ekimae Dori. 

EKIMAE DORI is the main street that runs perpendicular to Fukuyama station. It intersects Route 2 at 

the city post office/ Chuugoku Bank/ Hiroshima Bank junction. 

HONDORI is a covered shopping arcade, which is located east of Fukuyama station.  This arcade has 

many different entrances and eventually runs into another shopping mall area called the Joy 

Funamachi. The Hondori has many interesting shops and restaurants, as well as a few speciality stores, 

but it is not as lively as it once was.  

MOTOMACHI / HISAMATSU DORI: Motomachi is the covered shopping arcade that runs parallel to 

the Ekimae Dori. It begins behind Tenmaya, a large department store, and leads to Hisamatsu Dori, a 

popular street for its interesting bars and restaurants. 

 

THE FISHERMAN STATUE 

This is a popular meeting point among the Japanese and foreign population of Fukuyama city. The 

statue is a replica of a statue carved by a famous Japanese sculptor, Hirakushi Denchuu.  

 

Amenities & Shopping 
Banks  

There are several different banks in Fukuyama: Hiroshima Bank, Chugoku Bank, Mizuho Bank, 

Momiji Bank and Tomato Bank, as well as the Japan Post Bank, which has branches nationwide. 

The main Fukuyama branches of Hiroshima Bank, Chugoku Bank and Mizuho Bank are located at the 

Ekimae Dori / Route 2 junction. Most Japanese banks close at 3 pm but ATMs within the bank are open 

until 7 pm. However, there is a fee of ¥105 to withdraw money after 6 pm. 

There are many ATMs located around the city center including City Hall 1st floor, Tenmaya basement, 

and Fukuyama Sun Station Terrace.  Be warned that these ATMs are closed after 7pm.  Some 

convenience stores will allow you to take out money after 7, but you will be charged. If you are 

withdrawing money with a foreign ATM card be aware that you can only withdraw money at ATMs in 

7eleven or Japan Post. 

 

Post Office          

The main post office in Fukuyama is also located at the Ekimae Dori / Route 2 junction.  There are 

ATMs in the post office, which will accept certain foreign bank ATM / credit cards. The post office 

banking center closes at 4 pm, but the ATM is accessible until 7 pm, and a small post counter remains 

open all hours for picking up packages or mailing packages and letters. 

The Fukuyama Station Sun Terrace also has a post office located near the back on the south side.  Its 

money transfer counter remains open until 5pm on weekdays.  
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Supermarkets 

Fresta supermarkets are everywhere, but the most convenient locations are in the basement of INES, 

in Kino-sho and next to Daiki Home Center.  The latter two have ATMs. There is an  

エブリイ(Every) Supermarket located in Honjo-cho, which is cheaper than Fresta and has recently 

started carrying a small selection of imported groceries.  Only One supermarket located in Kino-sho 

probably has some of the cheapest produce, but is smaller than the other two supermarkets. Port 

Plaza/Happy Town also has a grocery store that is large and has a good selection. 

 

Fukuyama City Central Library          

The new Fukuyama City library (ローズコム) was completed in 2008. It is a great place to study, read 

English magazines and newspapers or just surf the net. However, it can get very crowded after school 

and on weekends. It has a “kokusai corner” on the 4th floor that is good for studying Japanese or other 

foreign languages. The central branch of the library is open every day from 10 am to 7 pm. Getting a 

library card is easy, and the staff are very helpful.  

Access: Go south along the Ekimae Dori and cross Route 2. Keep following the Ekimae Dori to the first 

set of traffic lights after you cross Route 2 and take a left. Take the first right after and the library will 

soon come into view.  

http://www.tosho.city.fukuyama.hiroshima.jp/toshow/index.asp 

 

Futaba           

It is the largest bookstore in Fukuyama and has a Tully’s coffee shop within the actual store. However, 

the number of English books is limited. 

Access: Located along Route 2 beyond Uniqlo. It takes 20 minutes by bicycle from the station. 

 

Fukuyama Sun Station Terrace / サンステ      

Sun Station is a shopping and restaurant arcade located within Fukuyama station.  It contains many 

restaurants and casual, fashionable stores. If you need ice cream the Baskin Robins is located here. 

To the back of the arcade, there is also a bookstore and post office. 

 

RIM-f http://rim-f.jp 

The closest shopping mall to where most Fukuyama ALTs live. Has a large discount 

grocery/homewares store on the B1 level called Mr. Max. Lots of good shops to explore and few decent 

restaurants on the top floor. Also has a summer beer garden as of 2014. 

 

 

http://rim-f.jp/
http://rim-f.jp/
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INES/Rose Tower        

INES is a recently opened mall complex situated between Fukuyama Station and City Hall. From the 

south exit of Fukuyama station, walk toward Route 2, and INES is one block down on your right. In the 

basement is a branch of Fresta. The first two floors have restaurants and high-end clothes shopping, a 

bookstore, and a 100 yen store. Above the shops are a parking garage and a hotel. 

 

Tenmaya            

Tenmaya is a department store chain that sells brand goods.  In the basement there is a food 

market/grocery store and a small import store.  On the 5th floor, there are some restaurants including 

Italian, Indian and Japanese.  The 7th floor is where you will find LOFT. Loft is a stationery store, but 

also has a wide selection of household goods and toiletries.  

Access: This store is located along Ekimae Dori on the left hand side. Walk two minutes from the south 

exit of the station. 

 

Port Plaza / Happy Town         

This is Fukuyama’s largest shopping mall complex. This mall is divided into two main sections, Ito 

Yokado and Tenmaya.  There is a large bookstore that has the biggest collection of English books and 

teaching resources in Fukuyama. There is also a large sports/camping store called Sports Xebio. The 

closest Starbucks is tucked away in the back corner of the Tenmaya side of the mall. Ito Yokado has 

recently opened a Kaldi Coffee and Import store. If you have a hankering for things from back home 

and don’t feel like making the trip to Hiroshima or Okayama this ought to satisfy you. There is also a 

Subway for those that have a sandwich craving. 

 Access: Port Plaza is located along Route 2, East bound. It takes 15 minutes by bicycle from the 

station.  

 

Nitori             

A home store, which sells bedding, towels and cushions and other soft furnishings. It’s sort of like IKEA, 

but with slightly less selection and a different colour scheme. It is located along Route 2. Nitori offers 

home delivery on large furniture items for ¥1,500. 

Uniqlo            

Uniqlo is possibly one of Japan’s most popular clothing stores. It offers an assortment of casual clothes 

for reasonable prices. Also the sizes in Uniqlo are often more generous than other Japanese clothing 

stores. 

Access: Uniqlo is located along Route 2, East bound. This takes 15 minutes by bicycle from the station. 

 

¥100 Shops                  

These stores have virtually everything and are a great place to pick up necessities for your apartment, 

from dish soap to de-moisturizers, to decorations, and sometimes even food and drinks. Their selection 
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of school supplies is usually also very good. National chains include Daiso and Seria. The second floor 

of INES has a Daiso, with many colourful homewares. 

Seria is located on the south side of route 2. From the grocery store Every, go south across route 2. 

You’ll pass a laundromat on your left and a Family Mart on your right. The Seria is located right next to 

another laundromat. Another Seria recently opened in RIM-f. 

There is a Daiso on the second floor of the Aoyama suit store. From Fukuyama Station, go east 

(toward Okayama) down Route 2 for about 10 minutes. Aoyama will be on your right. (If you hit the 

McDonald’s, you’ve gone too far.) Go inside and up the escalator to the ¥100 store.  

 

Electronics                

Edion is one of Japan’s largest electronics stores.  This store offers a wide variety of electronic goods 

such as computers, stereos, TVs, DVD players, home appliances, etc.  

Access: Go along Route 2, Okayama bound. Turn right onto Route 313, the intersection before Port 

Plaza. Go straight and Edion is on the left hand side. This journey may take 20 minutes by bicycle from 

the station.  

Yamada Denki is a large electronics store. It sells computers, household appliances and other 

electronic items.  

Access: Yamada Denki is located along Route 2, Okayama bound near the intersection between Route 

2 and Route 182.  It is about a 20-25 minute bike ride from the station. 

Kojima is an electronics store similar to Yamada Denki. It is easy to comparison shop between these 

two because they are so close together.  

Access: go toward Yamada Denki on Route 2 and look for the building with a red sun logo on your left. 

Applied is an electronics store with a very limited selection. But it usually has a sale on Sundays.  

Access: This store is located on Route 2, west bound. It is a 5-10 minute bike ride from the station. 

 

Home Centers          

Daiki is a home center, located near the Fukuyama Auto and Clock Museum, which is north east of 

Fukuyama station. Daiki also does home deliveries or a free truck rental if you have your licence. It also 

has a good selection of affordable bicycles.  

Access: In Kitayoshizucho, sharing a parking lot with Fresta.  

 

UFO ユーホー UFO is a hardware superstore similar to Daiki. They occasionally carry different items or 

will have different prices on the same item, so if you can’t find what you are looking for at one, try the 

other. 

 

Recycle Shops         

Areya Coreya is a recycle shop where you can buy cheap furniture and second hand goods. They also 

provide a home delivery service. 
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Access: Follow Ekimae Dori until you reach a large suit clothing store called Haruyama. Then take an 

immediate left, pass the hospital and the store will be on the left hand side. It takes about 15 minutes 

from the station by bicycle. 

 

Recyclemart is a large recycle shop comprising of two large warehouses. They have everything from 

furniture to kimonos. They also offer home delivery for a reasonable cost and the owner speaks a little 

bit of English.  

 

Nandemoya (なんでも屋) is another second hand store. It sells various items. 

Access:  From the front of the station, follow the tracks towards Okayama.  Go all the way down, until 

you reach a big intersection.  Turning right would lead you to Happy Town. Instead, turn left and go 

straight until you reach another big intersection.  You will see a big sushi restaurant on the corner, and 

that’s the side you want to be on.  Ride for about 20 more seconds after passing the sushi place and 

you will see it on your right. 

 

Reuse Mart is a recycle shop located on the outskirts of the city towards Kannabe. This store sells a 

selection of used furniture, household items, dishes and electronic parts. 

Access: This store is located near Heisei University and Fukuyama Exhibition Centre. Cross Ashida 

River and turn right, heading east. Turn left onto Route 391, heading northbound for Fuchu. Follow 

through the tunnel on Route 391 and the store is on the left hand side. 

 

Bike Shops       

Ken’s supplies quality cyclist products and bicycles. It also does repairs and supplies advice on how to 

care for your bicycle. This shop is geared more towards serious cyclists than the everyday user and 

thusly is expensive. 

Big Wave sells all types of bicycles and does repairs too.  

Access: From the north exit of the station, take a right. At the 3rd set of traffic lights, turn left, go 

through the next set of traffic lights and the shop should be on the right hand side. 

Cycle City is located south of the station. They have a large variety of bikes and equipment for sale, 

and they do repairs. 

Access: from the south exit of the station, go south along the Ekimae Dori (about a 5 minute ride/10-15 

minute walk) until you see a Family Mart convenience store on your right. Make a left, and the Cycle 

City is 2 blocks down on your left, next to a Lawson. 

 

Toys R Us / Sports Depo                 

Toys R Us and Sports Depo are located beside each other.  
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Access: Follow Route 2 until you reach the Route 182. Turn left onto the 182 and go over the large 

overpass. The Toys R Us is immediately on your left (you may have to double back a little bit).  This 

journey takes approximately 30 minutes by bicycle from the station. By bus: You can take any bus that 

goes to Higashi Fukatsu-cho or Higashi Fukuyama station. It is about a 15-20 minute bus ride. By train: 

Take the Sanyo line towards Okayama and go one stop over to Higashi-Fukuyama. Exit from the north 

side and you will see a circular drive where taxis are waiting and bikes are parked.  Walk to the 

intersection and make a left.  Its about a 20 minute walk and will be on the left hand side. 

 

Fuji Grand 

Fuji Grand is a shopping mall located in Kannabe. It has many different types of stores, especially 

clothing shops and a really good import store on the first floor.  

Access: Fuji Grand is a little inconvenient to get to by train. Take the Fukuen line, bound for Fuchu and 

get off at Michinoue station. Exit the station and take the only road perpendicular to the railroad tracks. 

As soon as the road forks, turn right. Go in this direction until you reach a large main road with busy 

traffic. At this point, turn left and walk up the road until you reach a large intersection. There should be a 

pachinko parlor on your left hand side. Turn right and cross the traffic lights. Follow the road until you 

see Fuji Grand on the left hand side. On foot from the station, it takes about 20 minutes. Numerous bus 

routes available. 

 

Sports and Leisure 
Central Fitness           

A national gym chain with a weight room and a pool.  Monthly memberships are available, however 

tattoos are frowned upon and it is the most expensive.  

Access: It is located in the large building across from city hall on the 9th floor.  

YMCA            

The offers a variety of language courses as well as fitness classes. It has also a gym and a swimming 

pool. It is the cheapest. For reference, a nighttime swimming pass to the indoor pool costs 

approximately 6000Y per month.  

Access: From the south exit of the station, take a right and follow the road until you reach the main 

underpass (3rd set of traffic lights). Turn right and then take the first left. YMCA will be on the right hand 

side.  

Rose Arena            

The largest indoor sports center in Fukuyama. Rose Arena has three swimming pools, two outdoor 

diving pools and a large indoor pool. However, the pools are only used for the summer season and 

covered for the rest of the year. On the Rose Arena grounds, there are also badminton courts, 

volleyball courts, outdoor tennis courts, basketball courts, and open areas for soccer and other ball 

games.  

Access: Follow the Route 2, Okayama bound.  At Port Plaza, turn right onto the 313.  Follow Route 313 

past the Rose Park and Rose Arena will be on the left hand side. 
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Takegahana Sports Park has tennis courts, baseball fields, track and field track and a swimming pool.  

Access: Takegahana Sports Park is located across Ashida River. The easiest method is to take a bus 

from outside the station bound for Tomonoura or Minomi. By bicycle, follow Ekimae Dori until you reach 

Ashida River. Cross the river at Ohashi (The biggest bridge) and Takegahana should become visible to 

the left. 

Tennis  

Dirt (unpaved) courts can be found on the grounds directly behind Fukuyama castle.   

There are several other courts located around the city, but you’ll have to find them. 

 

Biking / Hiking Trails  

The mountains surrounding Fukuyama city and area along the Ashida River provide numerous areas 

for biking and hiking.  Although the trails may be difficult to spot at first, the views attainable are worth 

the search.  Start by looking for temples, shrines, or power lines poking out of the mountains. They 

require some path to get there… right? 

 

Ashidagawa  

The Ashida River borders the city to the West. This river provides long trails on either side that follow 

the river from the inland towns of Kannabe and Fuchu all the way to the Seto Inland Sea.  Playgrounds 

and playing fields are scattered along the river.  This area creates a nice close little escape from the 

city for a walk, run or ride.  

 

Round One          

This is a leisure complex located along Route 2 (Okayama bound). This complex has darts, billiards, 

bowling, arcade games and karaoke. There is also a Donke Hote ドンケホテ on the first floor. 

 

Movies Theatres 
There are several movies theaters in Fukuyama city and they differ a lot in size and what kind of 

movies they show. Japanese movie theatres often sell interesting movie tie-in products that may be 

difficult to find in your home country. 吹き替え means dubbed, and 字幕 means subtitled (for foreign 

imported movies). 

CINEFUKU          

A four screen theater, accessible from the Hondori. It's at the end of a small alleyway off of Hondori, 

just south of the street that has Tenmaya. It is a good place to see foreign movies, and they are often 

subtitled.  http://www.furec.jp/ 

Korona World is a leisure complex located in Ichimonjo-cho, a 15 minute drive from Fukuyama station. 

It has a movie theater, bowling alley, karaoke, pachinko, food court, Super Sento, and arcade.  Korona 

World: http://www.korona.co.jp  Taxi: Approximately ¥1600 daytime / ¥2500 night time.  Shuttle bus: 

http://www.furec.jp/
http://www.furec.jp/
http://www.korona.co.jp/
http://www.korona.co.jp/
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Free, run once an hour from the north end of Fukuyama station. However, the last outbound bus is at 

8:30 pm. 

FUJI GRAND EIGA 8 is a theater located in Kannabe, in the Fuji Grand shopping center. This is 

accessible by train but more conveniently by bus.  Train: Take the Fukuen line, Fuchu bound and get 

off at Michinoue.  Bus: platform 16  Fuji Grand: http://www.the-fuji.com 

 

Special Offers 

Normal ticket prices are about ¥ 1800. On Wednesday, it’s Ladies’ and Men’s Day- both men and 

women can purchase ¥ 1000 tickets. On the first day of every month, anyone can buy a ¥1000 ticket 

and on the 22nd of every month, couples can see a movie for ¥ 2000.  

 

Public Baths / Sento                
Yurara is located just off Route 2 (west bound), opposite Sukiya restaurant. It is quite cheap; however 

free shampoo and body soap are not provided. Although the outside of the building looks sketchy, the 

inside is spotless. You will often see families on an outing to the sento. Potential downside: running into 

students and/or their parents. Yurara has a cafe inside in case you’re hungry after a scrub and soak. 

Korona World is the best approximation of a fancy sento in  Fukuyama. For directions, see Korona 

World. The facilities are large, and there are a number of different pools, but it lacks the intimacy of 

your friendly neighbourhood sento, and the rotenburo/outside area attempts a natural landscape, but it 

feels fakey. Korona sento also has a cafe. 

Hana No Yu is the public bath center within the Ruton Hotel beside Fukuyama Horse Race Track. This 

public bath center is really a great experience because of its roof top baths, as well as its own specially 

formulated shampoo.  

Access: Follow Ekimae Dori until you reach Haruyama, the suit clothing store. Turn right and the hotel 

is on the right hand side. 

Mifuku Yu is located a little further from downtown but is a favorite of the locals.  

Access: Check their website http://www.mifuku-yu.co.jp 

 

Places to Eat 
Below is a list of some suggested restaurants. Of course it is not all inclusive but you will definitely not 

go hungry in Fukuyama. 

 

Japanese Cuisine  

Bakudan          

A very interesting Japanese restaurant (appetizer bar), with good wholesome food and friendly service. 

The atmosphere is friendly and familiar.  

http://www.the-fuji.com/
http://www.the-fuji.com/
http://www.mifuku-yu.co.jp/
http://www.mifuku-yu.co.jp/
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Access: From the station, walk straight and turn left at Tenmaya. Walk down the street on the left hand 

side and within 5 minutes, you should arrive at Bakudan on the left hand side. 

Wara-Wara          

A Japanese izakaya. It provides speedy service for reasonable prices.   

Access: From the station, walk straight and turn left at Tenmaya. Take the second right and Wara Wara 

is on the left hand side about halfway down the street.   

Doma-Doma          

A Japanese franchise izakaya, similar to Wara Wara but has much better quality.  

Access: Doma-Doma is located on the 2nd floor of the building just before Caspa. 

Za-Watami          

Similar to DOMA-DOMA and WARA-WARA.  

Access: From the station, walk straight and turn left at Tenmaya. Take the second right and Za-Watami 

is on your right side.  

Fuufuudou          

A relaxed and friendly atmosphere. The food is typically Japanese and seating is tatami style.  

Access: Take a left at Tenmaya and then take the first right. The restaurant is near the end of the street 

above the clothing store Switch International. 

Uosen           

Specializes in Hokkaido crab dishes and the sushi is delicious.  

Access: Take the south exit from the station, turn left and follow the shinkansen track. Take the second 

right and the restaurant is on the right hand side. 

 

Kaiten Sushi               

This is a style of restaurant where sushi is delivered on a conveyor belt. Plate prices vary between 

¥100 and ¥360. There are a couple in the Fukuyama area, the closest being around the corner from 

Tenmaya on the side facing the station. Another can be reached by following Route 2 westbound until 

you reach Sukiya. Take a right and the sushi bar (Sea Jack) is just past Every supermarket. 

Recently opened Hamazushi has a great selection of sushi, fruits, juices, and desserts. To get there, 

take Route 2 east toward Happy Town and look for the big blue and white Hamazushi sign on your left. 

It is directly across the street from Happy Town. 

 

Okonomiyaki              

This is a large, flat, pancake like meal that is cooked on a griddle and contains all kinds of things, like 

seafood, pork, mochi, cheese, cabbage, kimchee, and much more. The possibilities are endless (and 

are usually up to you). Okonomiyaki is a Hiroshima specialty, so you should definitely try it at least once, 

and there is no shortage of restaurants in Fukuyama 
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Saku Saku is located in the Hondori. It’s run by a young family; prices are cheap; the mochi cheese 

okonomiyaki is particularly good. The menu is extensive, with a choice of Kansai style (without 

noodles); Hiroshima style (with noodles); or Kobe style (variation on Kansai style). 

Ton Den is located between Fukuyama Station and City Hall. It’s just around the corner from KFC. It’s 

run by a very friendly old man. Very good lunch specials. Vegetarian friendly. Also has yakisoba (fried 

noodles) for those who aren’t into okonomiyaki. 

 

Okinawan Cuisine 

The most famous Okinawan dish is probably champuru, which is a hash that usually includes eggs, 

pork, and vegetables. One restaurant is near Fukuyama station. From the south exit, cross the small 

street by the bus terminal and turn left. It is a small storefront wedged in between other shops. The 

other restaurant is in the Hondori. Look for some small paving stones leading up to a large wooden 

door. 

 

Italian Cuisine  

Fandango          

Located on the corner of Hisamatsu Dori and Route 2. This is a really nice restaurant and caters well 

for large groups.  

Sanada           

Located about halfway down the Hisamatsu Dori. It’ll be on your right side on the corner, the most 

noticeable aspect of it being a pillar on the corner that’s wrapped with the colors of the Italian flag. May 

be a bit pricy at night, but it has great food and a reasonable lunch menu! It is closed on Wednesdays. 

Key Point          

A sophisticated restaurant/wine bar located on Hisamatsu Dori.  The bartenders are all professionally 

trained and happy to make you whatever you desire. 

Jolly Pasta          

A family restaurant located on Ekimae Dori, just beyond the Route 2 intersection. As with most family 

restaurants, the food is very reasonable. There is a drink bar with free refills. 

Paesana            

A small Italian restaurant with great food and great atmosphere.  It is located one block behind the 

Chugoku Bank building at the Route 2/ Ekimae Dori intersection. 

La Fonte            

Located in Kinosho, across from Fresta. The food is reasonable and it has a very quaint atmosphere. 

The staff is very friendly and the menu easily accommodates vegetarians. However it should be noted 

that atmosphere is intimate and the staff have trouble accommodating large groups. 
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Ninnikuya          

An Italian / Japanese fusion restaurant which specializes in using garlic in all its dishes. It is located on 

the second floor of the building just next to the building formerly known as Caspa. 

 

Chinese Cuisine 

Ajisen           

A small Chinese/Taiwanese restaurant with great food for a reasonable price.  On Route 2 eastbound, 

turn right at the Shell gas station and keep going.  When you see the Rose Park, keep right and Ajisen 

is about half a block on your right. 

Cha-Bana          

This restaurant serves great presentations of delicious Chinese food.  Its décor is also one of its best 

aspects.  Located on the sixth floor of a building on Miya Dori (cute little street dividing Motomachi and 

Hisamatsu Dori). 

 

Noodle Shops 

Tonkotsu is located beside KFC, on the street that runs adjacent to Caspa.  

Onomichi Ramen is located on the street parallel to Caspa, around the corner from Tonkotsu. 

Yasokichi is a ramen shop that is on the south side of the station. Come out the south exit, take a right, 

and walk past Mister Donut, and a couple other stores until you come to a small door with blue flaps 

labeled 八十吉. It has ramen and teishoku (set menus), but try the yasai (vegetable) ramen… it’s 

healthy and yummy! 

 

Indian / Thai / Korean/ American / Curry - a.k.a The rest of Fukuyama has to offer. 

Sangam  Delicious, close, and cheap. The cooks and waiters are from Nepal, but they cook up some 

amazing Indian dishes. Lunch specials can’t be beat (they’re as cheap as 690Y). Dinner is a la carte, 

and the selection is very good. Vegetarian friendly. From Fukuyama station, go two blocks south 

(toward Route 2) and turn right at the Family Mart. Walk to the first light and cross the street. Sangam 

will be directly on your right. 

Shanty India is a fantastic little Indian restaurant. The restaurant itself is located in the back of a 

wonderful little Indian shop selling everything from incense to jewellery and clothing. It has warm and 

friendly staff and excellent lunch specials. From the station, head east following the road directly beside 

the tracks.  Walk straight until you arrive at an intersection with HONDORI to your immediate right.  

Turn left under the tracks.  Go straight onto the cute cobblestone street.  Pass through one set of lights 

along this street. Shanty India is on the corner of the next little street to your right.  It looks like a small 

little store from the outside, head in and make your way through the store part and you will find a few 

tables in the back.  

Annapurna is a restaurant located in Bingo Akasaka, one train west on the Sanyo from Fukuyama 

station. Walk from the station and turn right at the traffic lights, follow the road until you reach the 

restaurant, which is on the left hand side. 
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Ondoruban is a Korean style restaurant located in the Hondori. Take the road, which Wara Wara is 

located on. Enter the Hondori and take a left when you reach a split in the road. Korean Dining is on the 

right hand side. The highlight of this restaurant is the owners desire to speak English and his inventive 

dish names like f***ing spicy hot noodles. 

Shijan Korean Kitchen is located in Fukuyama Station Sun Station mall. If you want to get your spicy 

on, this is the place to do it. 

 

The Best of Curry is a restaurant located on Hisamatsuri Dori. Walk down Ekimae Dori on the left side, 

take the second turn left after Tenmaya. Then take the first right. The Best of Curry is on the right hand 

side halfway down the street. 

Acha is an unusual, intimate curry restaurant near Fukuyama City Central Library. It has a large 

selection of imported beers and sells the healthiest curry around.  

Access: From Hisamatsu Dori, cross Route 2 and continue until you reach a small leisure space, take 

the immediate left and Acha is on the right hand side. 

 

Phaa Pai Thai is a Thai restaurant, which faces the Fukuyama Central City Library. This restaurant 

may be a little expensive for some but the food is delicious.  

Access: From Hisamatsu Dori, cross Route 2 and follow the road, until you come to a large open space. 

You should see the restaurant over to the left.  

 

Boogie Buns is a conveniently located American style restaurant across from Hollywood Star Karaoke, 

about a two minute walk from Fukuyama station. There is happy hour from 5-7 and is open until 2am. 

Often has rugby, soccer, or American baseball on the telly. 

WILD JUNK is an American/Hawaiian-themed burger joint that is open for lunch (12pm-3pm ONLY) 

Friday through Wednesday. The standard set comes with a very juicy burger, fresh handmade fries, a 

small salad and a drink. Last time we checked this place was closed permanently, but you might want 

to check anyway as the owners seem to have an on again/off again relationship with running a 

restaurant. If you luck out and it is open then you are in luck since they serve a very good burger. 

Located in Honjo-cho. 

 

 

Cafes and Coffee Shops 
Starbucks is located in a corner of Happy Town mall, on the first floor. A new Starbucks recently 

opened in Zao. 

Doutour has 2 locations. One is located at the north exit of Fukuyama station and the other is 2 

minutes from Fukuyama station, down Ekimae Dori on the east side, just next to bus platform 2.  
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Capcicum Cafe is a hip coffee shop with food and mixed drinks. The staff are very friendly and speak 

good English. From Fukuyama station, go one block south and turn right at the Lawson convenience 

store. Go about a block down, and Capcicum is on the second floor above KFC. 

Runa Cafe is a relaxed faux-European style coffee shop. At Tenmaya, take a left, then the first right. 

You will see Runa Café on the right hand side corner. It has good gratin and fabulous waffles.  

Qoo-Qoo Cafe is a fantastic café located on Miya Dori. This café has a wonderful ambiance, friendly 

staff, and great food.   QOO QOO CAFÉ is a great place to come and dine, or just to spend a few hours 

in the afternoon with a good book. 

Slash is in Higashi Fukuyama.  Head north along Route 182 and turn right at the intersection with 

GASUTO. Follow past YOU/ ME TOWN and turn left at intersection just before HALLOWS.  SLASH is 

on your left.  SLASH is brand new (June 2003).  A stylish coffee shop, SLASH has great staff and 

delicious specialty drinks and cakes.  SLASH also has a variety of trendy and stylish items for sale. 

Basket is a fantastic coffee shop/ restaurant.  The main floor has a great bakery area and stylish home 

goods section.  From the station, head west on the road that follows the shinkansen tracks to the third 

set of lights. Turn right under the tracks.  Follow this road past the FRESTA supermarket until you 

arrive at an intersection with a Family Mart on the corner.  Turn right.  BASKET will be on your left hand 

side.  

 

Internet Cafes  
Mix Net Cafe is located near Chuo Junior High. Follow the road from Fresta- Kinosho west bound 

along the river. Continue for about 15 minutes by bicycle past a TSUTAYA and a FAMILY MART until 

you reach a large car dealership on the right hand side. Take this turn and follow the on the left side for 

three minutes until you see a yellow flag to the right. Open 10am-10pm 

Media Nekka Fukuyama is in Higashi Fukuyama. (3-28-14 Hikino-cho) Open 24 hours. 315/hour 

Internet Manga Kisa Joy is a large internet café located in Matsunaga.  It is within walking distance 

from Matsunaga Station, next to Tsutaya (a video rental store) and Hallows (supermarket). It is open 24 

hours. \450/hour (free drinks). Individual booth seats. 

Media Cafe Popai Kasuga-cho  Open 24 hours.  Open seats, individual booths and “massage chair 

seats”.  Prices vary.  Located near the Zao-Izumi in a silver building, in Higashi Fukuyama. 

 

Bars/ Clubs 
Charlie’s is probably the most popular bar in Fukuyama among foreigners.  It’s a small bar, but it has a 

dance floor and Charlie plays music all night long.  There is also Guiness on tap.  From the south exit of 

the station, veer left going towards Tenmaya.  Cross the street to the Tenmaya side and make a left.  

Pass the Motomachi and make a right on the next street.  On the right hand side there will be a glass 

case with sake bottles in it, next to that is an elevator.  Take that to the 5th floor and there is Charlie’s.    

Mondo Cafe is the hard-to-find, yet hard-to-leave party destination of Fukuyama.  Mondo’s is located 

west of Fukuyama station.  Follow the tracks west to the fifth set of lights.  (There is a little dry cleaners 

with a neon green sign on the left).  Hang a left and then take the next alley on your left.  You will be 
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sure to hear Mondo’s before you see it.  Mondo’s maze of nooks and crannies creates a great 

atmosphere to chill while you get ready to bust a move on the dance floor.  A great place to end an 

evening… or begin one, depending on your party preferences! 

Loft is above Fandango on HISAMATSU DORI.   This tiny little bar offers a top quality jazz evening in 

Fukuyama.  There are only a few tables, so be sure to get there early on live performance nights. 

Pole Pole houses some great live performances on a smaller scale. They have a great lunch/dinner 

menu too!  

Access: Follow the MOTOMACHI turn right onto MIYA DORI.  Take a right again onto a small alley.   

Veni Veni bar is near the station. From the station stay to the left and walk towards Tenmaya.  Turn left 

onto the small road with the Police Box on the corner.  Veni Veni is on your left. Small quaint little bar 

with a good atmosphere. 

Green Giant is a reggae bar located just off Hisamatsu Dori. From Route 2 (Mizuho Bank corner), take 

the first left onto Hisamatsu Dori (Goodwins English school) and then take a left down a small alley. 

Green Giant is on the right hand side on the second floor. 

Cable is a new live music venue, which is opposite Caspa.  

The Cross is a dance club. The cover charge can be pricy! Take the road which Wara Wara is located 

on. Enter the Hondori and take a right when you reach a split in the road. You will come to Route 2. 

Cross the road and go straight - you will see the large sign for The Cross. It is only open for events, 

which are sporadic. However, information is available in Qoo Qoo Cafe and Boogie Buns. The crowd is 

very mixed and the music varies greatly depending on the night. 

 

 

Gay Bars 
Re-Man is the only gay bar (men only) in the prefecture outside Hiroshima City. It's essentially a snack 

bar and therefore a little pricy as there is a cover charge of around ¥1000. However, unlike the straight 

kind, the barmen are there to get you talking to the other clientele. Little English is spoken but they are 

very friendly and it's a good place to go if you want to feel "normal" for an evening. Although the 

clientele are generally older (40s, 50s), there are occasionally younger people there. If you give the 

barman your keitai info, he'll give you an email if anyone pops into the bar that he thinks you'd get on 

with. The bar is very discreetly located and hence hard to find. You’ll probably have to ask around. 

Be warned that they'll probably try and make you sing karaoke (in English)!! 

Access: Follow the directions to Phaa Pai Thai (restaurant) or the Central Library. Stand at the edge of 

the park with the library directly in front of you. Turn left and go straight out the corner of the square 

(you'll go past the Thai restaurant on your right). Go straight past the back of Minami Elementary 

School and take the first right. You'll see a small two-story building with a car park. You should see the 

sign for Re-man on the second floor. 
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Karaoke 
Tomotetsu Karaoke is located in the Tomotetsu building opposite the station. Look for the Popura 

convenience store and then look up. 

Shidax is about 15 minutes by car south of Fukuyama station on the Ekimae Dori.  It is a large karaoke 

place with a separate menu for English/foreign language songs. 

Ban Ban  is located west on Route 2. It is a 5-10 minute bicycle ride from Fukuyama station. You will 

see this large karaoke building on the right hand side before arriving at the Ashida river. Enter Yurara 

Super Sento and take the doors to the right. 

MG is a large karaoke building located in JOY FUNAMACHI near Choji. It offers a variety of English 

music. 

Hollywood Star is the most convenient karaoke place in Fukuyama, only a two minute walk from 

Fukuyama station.  There are multiple, themed rooms, some of which can accommodate groups of 40 

or more people.  There is a great selection of music as well.  Just be careful not to step in the water! 

 

Video Rental 
Video King is open 24 hours.  There is a big selection of English movies and music.  Applying for a 

card is free and rentals are between 100-190 yen.  New movies are rented out for 2 nights, but older 

ones are for a week.  It is located on the same street as Fresta and Daiki.  When you pass those two 

stores on your right, keep going.  You will pass two intersections and see it directly in front of you.  Be 

careful riding your bike, the road to get there is very narrow. 

Tsutaya is the biggest and most popular video rental store.  They have the biggest selection of the 

three.  It is located on the same road as Video King.  If you went to Video King and made a right, it’s in 

the same little area as a sushi restaurant and Family Mart.   

 

Tourist Attractions 
Fukuyama Castle          

This castle can be seen from the north exit of Fukuyama station. It was built in 1619 by Katsunari 

Mizuno, a cousin of the famous, historical icon, Tokugawa Ieyasu. Unfortunately, most of the castle was 

destroyed during the air raids of WW2. It was reconstructed in 1966. The castle is especially popular 

during the months of spring and summer and still remains to this day a focal point in Fukuyama city.  

Fukuyama Museum of Art         

is located northeast of Fukuyama station, within a five minute walking distance. 

Hiroshima Prefectural History Museum        

This museum is located just southwest of the art museum. It has a rebuilt village depicting traditional 

life in the Ashida River valley. 
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Japan Footwear Museum explores the origin and history of footwear. The museum, a former Geta 

factory, has over 2,000 items on display. Take the train towards Onomichi (westbound) and get off at 

Matsunaga station.   

The Folk Doll and Toy Museum is directly opposite the footwear museum and displays the traditional 

toys and dolls from the region. 

Holocaust Museum is located in Kannabe. This museum is small but definitely worth the 9 minute 

journey.  Take the Fukuen line to Kannabe and follow directions from the website. 

http://www.urban.ne.jp/home/hecjpn/indexENGLISH.html 

Tel: (084) 955- 8001 

Tomo-No-Ura is a port town located on the southern peninsula of Fukuyama province. Traditionally, 

Tomo-No-Ura has been renowned for its scenic beauty and more recently as the town that inspired the 

village in Miyazaki Hayao’s recent animation, “Ponyo on the Cliff by the Sea.” 

Access: From Fukuyama station, take the Tomotetsu bus from Platform 11 bound for Tomonoura/ 

Tomoko. 

Sensui Island is an island off the coast of Tomo-No-ura and accessible by ferry. It has scenic hiking 

trails and beautiful views. There is also a hotel on the island, where you can stay or just avail yourself of 

the onsen. You can also camp on the island and the amenities are quite worth the stay, especially in 

the off season. 

Abuto Kannon is a shrine dedicated to the Goddess of Mercy. Prayers for safety at sea and easy child 

delivery are offered up to the goddess. The shrine is located on a cliff top by the coast and is said to be 

an extremely beautiful sight. 

 

Events & Festivals 
Please see the Main Festival Guide for a complete listing. 

Mid February - Mid March - The Tomo-no-Ura Hina Festival is a great chance to see a long standing 

Japanese tradition. Select houses open their doors and display Hina Dolls which represent the Royal 

family and their court. This festival is closely associated with Girls Day. 

Mid May - The Fukuyama Rose Festival is the opening of the festival season in Fukuyama and spans 

two days of events, including a parade and usually live concert featuring a local star. 

End of May - The Bentenjima Fireworks Festival is the first big fireworks festival in Fukuyama. If you 

have not seen a fireworks festival in Japan this is a must see. Go early to avoid the crush and get a 

good seat. 

Mid July - The Otebi Festival held in Tomo-no-Ura is a great example of how fun outweighs safety 

during the festival season in Japan. Strong taiko drum beats precede men carrying three large burning 

torches through town. 

http://www.urban.ne.jp/home/hecjpn/indexENGLISH.html
http://www.urban.ne.jp/home/hecjpn/indexENGLISH.html
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Mid August - The Fukuyama Summer Festival a two day affair ending in the biggest fireworks show in 

Fukuyama. If the Bentenjima Fireworks are the season opener, then the Ashida River Fireworks are 

certainly the closing act. 

Mid July - Mid August - Every Saturday for the summer season the covered shopping arcades in 

Fukuyama are turned over to festival use. Booths of all sorts are setup and many Japanese people get 

outside to enjoy the summer heat and festival experience. 
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KURE 呉 
Kure is the third largest city in Hiroshima prefecture with a population of 240,000 stretched over 350 

square kilometers. Due to its close proximity to Hiroshima city, it could be considered more a satellite 

suburb instead of an independent metropolitan area. Nevertheless, the citizens of Kure take pride of 

their unique identity. Kure has been home to a large Naval Defense Force Base (the Japanese Navy) 

since 1889 and the Naval Academy located on the nearby island Etajima, so much of Kure’s culture is 

tied to this maritime history. The largest battleship of its time, the Yamato, was built in Kure’s dockyards, 

and shipbuilding continues to be a large industry in the city. Even the city’s signature dish nikujaga – a 

stew-like soup with potatoes, beef, and onions – traces its origin to special meals served among sailors 

while out to sea. Industry, shipbuilding, and a working-class outlook prevail.  

 

While Kure has a lively nightlife, it’s generally centered around blue-collar recreations and pursuits – 

tons of small bars with patrons that are “regulars”. If you’re looking for a cosmopolitan club scene, 

Hiroshima’s not too far away. For its small size, Kure has some great food. Restaurants with both local 

and international cuisine can be found in every neighborhood. The city elders do their best injecting 

cosmopolitan culture where they can, through the Kure International Exchange Square and with events 

throughout the year. This and the close distance to Hiroshima can help shake any homesickness while 

introducing great experiences of hard-working Japan. Outlying areas of Kure, including several islands, 

have slowly been enveloped into the city center, but each still holds its own character.  

 

Transportation 
 

By Train 

Kure is located on the Kure Line, a coastal train line which links Hiroshima and Mihara. Trains to 

locations around the prefecture leave throughout the day. There are usually two trains to Hiroshima 

Station an hour with one rapid service and the other standard; each cost the same ¥500 fare (from Kure 

Station). Standard service runs from 5:30 am until about 12:00 midnight and rapid service runs until 

5:00 pm. From Hiroshima to the east, most trains transfer at Hiro Station. If you miss the last train home 

from Hiroshima, you can take a taxi home. The average rate from Hiroshima to Kure is around ¥8,000, 

so it’s best to share a cab with a few friends. Kure is not serviced by the Shinkansen, however you can 

purchase tickets at Kure Station and at a discount ticket office located near the station. For more 

information visit hyperdia.com. 
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By Bus 

Kure Station is also the departure point for the majority of buses going to and from the city.  Buses 

regularly run into Hiroshima (two to three times an hour) and cost around ¥700. Although more 

expensive than taking the train, the bus will take you directly into the center of Hiroshima. Buses leave 

both Kure Station and the Hiroshima Bus Center (from Bay #6) and stop running earlier than the train – 

around 10:30 pm on weeknights and 10:00 pm on weekends. If you live closer to City Hall, there’s also 

a bus stop in front of Edion. Sometimes during the day, buses will begin from Aga Station, too. When 

checking the bus schedule, make sure Aga is listed. 

 

By Ferry 

An alternative way to travel into Kure is by ferry. The port is located adjacent to the Yamato Museum, 

behind Youme Town. On given days, Kure Port services various ports in Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu. 

More importantly, Kure is a stop on both the Hiroshima-Imabari and Hiroshima-Matsuyama ferry lines. 

There are two services: standard and an express hydrofoil.  The hydrofoil is rather expensive – usually 

twice the price of a standard fare – but it goes twice as fast as the standard ferry, saving quite a lot of 

time. For some of the islands in close proximity to Kure such as Etajima, there are extremely cheap 

ferries servicing the port. The schedule for the ferry is also more infrequent than both the trains and 

buses. 

 

By Car 

If you choose to travel from Hiroshima to Kure by car you can to take the Hiroshima/Kure Road, but it is 

a toll road. For no toll, you can also choose to take coastal Route 31, which takes a little longer but 

offers beautiful views of the Seto Inland Sea. Anyone who is choosing to drive in Kure needs to 

understand that parking in and around the city is notoriously bad and other drivers can be aggressive – 

watch out for sidewalk drivers!  

 

Getting Around within Kure 

Walking from one side of central Kure to the other side takes about 20 or 30 minutes, so many people 

simply walk to get where they’re going. Watch out for cars driving on the sidewalk! Bikes are faster, but 

can be a little pricey to purchase. Kure has a city bus service, based near Kure Station. The city bus 

can take you to most of the outlying suburbs. Schedule information (in Japanese only) can be found at 

hiroden.co.jp/bus/rosen under the “呉市エリア” tab on the left. Youme Town also offers a short loop 

around the city. Standard fare for the Youme Town bus is ¥100 for any distance. Taxis are also readily 

available in front of most train stations, and usually there are small taxi stands in each neighborhood. 

Fares can add up quickly! The average fair from Kure Station to City Hall (a 15-minute walk) is around 

¥1,000. 

http://www.hiroden.co.jp/bus/rosen
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Amenities & Shopping 
 

Kure International Exchange Square                  [#58] 

The International Exchange Square is there to help with your transition to Japan. They offer foreign 

language classes and maintain a small library of videos, foreign books and magazines. They can help 

navigate through the bureaucracy to set up utilities, help connect you to various interests around the 

city, and generally be there for tender caring support. If you’re feeling adventurous, try volunteering for 

weekend one-on-one Japanese/English conversations with locals. It’s a fast way to learn about Japan, 

not to mention some Japanese. Throughout the year, they also host several cultural events. It’s easily 

found by its big green roof, and hours are 10:00 am to 8:00 pm excluding Mondays. (0823-20-0623) 

 

Post Office       [Main Kure Branch: #45; Main Hiro Branch: #H24]  

Japanese post offices are multifaceted institutions, not only servicing a person’s postal needs but also 

providing savings accounts and insurance. If you wish to open a postal account, Kure’s main post office 

is located three blocks directly in front of Kure Station. There is also a small post office located near the 

Kure Taikukan and Tsubaki Kaikan/Board of Education. Hiro’s main branch is near Shinhiro Station. 

The desks are open until 6:00 pm (smaller branches until 4:00 pm), but the ATMs are available much 

later. You can also send money back to your home country or bank account by means of wire transfer 

(furikomi) which there will be a small fee charged. If you receive a package slip, simply take it to the 

closest main branch with your alien registration card to claim it, or call and schedule a re-delivery.  

(Kure: 0823-21-8805; Hiro: 0823-71-7856) 

 

Library                      [#36] 

The Kure City Library is located on Kuramoto Dori – the same road as Coco's and MosBurger. It 

obviously caters more to the Japanese reader, but there are some English books available. Please 

check for further details. (0823-21-3014) There are also smaller libraries located at each local 

community center, but none carry English material. 

 

Banks                [Hiroshima Bank: #33 and #H27] 

Hiroshima Bank “Hirogin” has several large branches in Kure. The larger ones are located in front of 

Kure Station, on Hondori, inside City Hall, at Hiro Kousaten, and three blocks north of the Kure BOE. 

ATMs are everywhere, too – look for the blue, red, and yellow logo. The banks are open until 4:00 pm, 

although use of their ATMs continues until 7:00 pm. The JP Post Office offers ATMs for withdrawals 
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from several accounts, including international ones. Most convenience stores will have ATMs open 24 

hours a day. Unlike the Post Office, all other ATMs are only in Japanese. 

 

Renga Dori 

Once the main shopping arcade of Kure, Renga Dori still contains some specialty shops and tons of 

bars and pachinko. The street runs through the middle of the city, and is easily recognizable by its red 

brick pedestrian-friendly road and retractable roof. 

 

Hiro Shoutengai 

More populous but also more domestic, Hiro Shoutengai has many more shops, little grocers, and only 

a few pachinko parlors. The brick road begins at Hiro Kousaten and runs for about a kilometer until the 

shops turn into houses and apartments. Along with the specialty shops, Aeon, Nafco, and a Fujisan 

grocery store are all located on or near there.  

 

Youme Town   

A cross between a shopping mall and a mega-superstore, Youme Town offers a wide variety of 

household items, clothing, groceries, and media. It’s not always the cheapest, but it’s convenient for 

one-stop shopping. Larger stores include ABC Mart (shoes), Izumi (groceries), Life Next (household), 

Muji (minimalist household and clothing), Right On (clothing), and Rodeo (clothing). Since its opening 

in 2004, it has become the universal destination for consumers and loiterers alike – prepare to see your 

kids and their parents. 

 

Recre  

Located between Kure Station and Youme Town, with a walkway connecting the three, Recre contains 

several retail shops and restaurants, including Uniqlo (clothing), Daiso (¥100 store), and Futaba 

Tosho (CD/DVD/media). The upper floors have restaurants and a fantastic onsen. 

 

Nafco             [#62, #H8 and in Ondo] 

Where suburbanites go to get their daily goods, Nafco is a grocery, hardware, and (small) furniture 

store. If you’re in need of general hardware supplies or cheap household goods, this place should have 

it – located west of Kure near Kawaraishi Station. Larger stores with more furnishings are in Hiro, 

sandwiched between the shopping arcade named Hiro Shoutengai and Route 375; in Yasuura, on 

Route 34 one block north of Uchinoumi Elementary School; and on Kurahashi Island, on Route 487 

south of Ondo. 
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UFO “ユーホー” Home Center           [#H14] 

Larger than Nafco, UFO is a hardware superstore, along with a large home store and full grocery store 

next door. If the smaller hardware stores are disappointing, or you're looking for a specific tool, it should 

be here. It’s located one intersection north and east of Hiro Station. (0823-73-9313) 

 

Juntendo                              [In Ondo] 

Similar to UFO in Hiro, Juntendo is largely a hardware and houseware store, along with a small grocery. 

The only Kure location is on Kurahashi Island in Ondo, off of Route 487. (0823-50-0006)  

 

Nitori                     [#H19] 

Opened in 2010, the chain store Nitori has immediately fascinated the local population. Similar to Ikea, 

it offers cheap, modern furniture and dorm-like household items. It’s not easy to get to on foot, though. 

It’s located between Aga and Hiro, right next to the Kurose River, a little west of Shinhiro Station. 

(0823-71-9171) 

 

¥100 Shops        [Daiso: #34, #H6, in Recre, in Yasuura; Meets: #29] 

The are too many ¥100 shops in Kure to count! The largest around is the national chain Daiso, with 

several stores: on the fourth and fifth floor of the Segami building on Renga Dori, in Recre, across from 

Hiro Station, and in Yasuura. Smaller stores include Meets, located in the Popolo building on Renga 

Dori and in the Fujisan grocery near Aga Station. 

 

Supermarkets             [Izumi: #28, Youme Town, in Kawajiri and Yasuura;  

   Crest: Kure Station; Nice Murakami: #14; Fresta: #H14 and in Kegoya] 

The largest and probably most popular supermarket in Kure is Izumi, located inside Youme Town. 

Other Izumi stores are located on Renga Dori, in Kurahashi and in Yasuura. Crest is also a larger 

grocery located within Kure Station. For those living closer to City Hall, there are several smaller 

markets off of Renga Dori, as well as Nice Murakami, on Hondori. In Hiro there are many large grocery 

stores (including one at Nafco), but the nicest may be the Fresta, near Hiro Station. Another Fresta is 

located in Kegoya, near Ondo. On Kurahashi Island, the largest store is Sangaku, located near the 

Ondo Bridge. There is also a grocery chain called Fujisan, located in several areas of town. It’s 

recognizable by its flower symbol and usually only written in kanji “藤三”. 
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Electronics                  [Edion: #15 and #H29] 

For any electronic needs, Edion is it. The Kure location is five blocks from Kure Station, and the Hiro 

store is just east of Hiro Station. For larger purchases like digital cameras and personal computers, 

there are better Edion stores and Yamada Denki in Hiroshima City.  

 

Furniture            [F-Depot: #8; Interior Taiyo: #54; Erumoru Recycle: #10 and #H33] 

Along with Nitori, here are a few furniture shops on Hondori that offer delivery to your home. Be aware 

that they do not have English-speaking staff on hand. F-Depot has a large range of furniture including 

sofas, beds and dining room tables all for really low prices. The second shop Interior Taiyo, located 

further south on Hondori, is a larger retail store. It offers more choices, but it costs a lot! The third shop, 

Erumoru Recycle, deals in used items, but they carry some furniture and household goods. There are 

two locations: one close to F-Depot and one in Hiro. 

 

Hairdressers          [Leis Hair: #66 ,Base Hair: #7, Air: #51] 

As with many Japanese cities, Kure definitely does not have a shortage of hairdressers, salons, and 

barbershops. The most popular among JETs are Leis Hair (0823-27-8722) – down the street from the 

BOE, Base Hair (0823-26-5557) – a few blocks from City Hall, near Sanwa – and Air (0823-22-9000) – 

off Sanjo Dori, west of Kure Station. While they only speak Japanese, Leis and Base have an incredibly 

friendly staff. Air offers a friendly atmosphere with a laid-back staff, and a few are working on their 

English. Prices vary at each shop, but a shampoo, cut, shave (guys), and massage will cost around 

¥4,000 to ¥6,000.   

 

Travel Agencies 

There are several travel agencies in Kure. JTB (0823-21-9311) is the largest and deals with both 

international and domestic travel. With several locations around the city, the two largest are opposite 

the post office and inside Youme Town. Most have English speakers on staff.  Near Kure Station are 

two other agencies that typically deal with domestic travel. They do not have any English speaking 

abilities; however they do offer great domestic travel packages. 

 

Liquor, Wine & Beer              [Yamashiroya: #49] 

Each grocery store carries a limited selection of alcohol, the best being special shops located in Kure 

Station and the Fresta in Hiro. For those of you with a bit more expensive tastes or are flat out sick of 

drinking Asahi Super Dry, Yamashiroya (0823-21-2722) is here to serve you. Located near the rail-

crossing end of Hondori, this import liquor store offers a wide selection of sake, umeshu, wine, and 
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imported beers (including some from Belgium, Great Britain, and Germany). They can also order 

almost any spirits you could want. 

 

Tobacco                    [Tanimura: #19] 

Kure has many tobacconists, but Tanimura (0823-24-6000) is one of the best. Located on the northern 

end of Renga Dori, this shop is tiny. However, what it lacks in size it makes up for in content. Not only 

can it supply all of your cigarette needs, but it can also assist you in rolled tobacco, paper, pipes, and 

really nice cigars. 

 

Cinemas                 [Eiga Popolo: #29] 

Kure has one sad movie theatre, Eiga Popolo. Located on the fourth floor of the Popolo building on 

Renga Dori, it shows first run Japanese films and sometimes Western ones (usually dubbed in 

Japanese). Honestly, you’re better taking the train to Tenjingawa Station and going to Wald Cinema at 

the Diamond City Soleil Mall for a better Western movie theater experience. Most theaters in Japan 

cost ¥1,800 per person, but there are also ¥1,000 specials, such as “boys” or “girls” days, or the first 

day of the month. 

 

Movie Rentals        [Futaba: in Recre and #H29; Soft Pia: #39; Geo: #H11] 

Futaba, located in Recre, offers CD and DVD/Blu-Ray rental. A membership is required, so bring your 

proof of residency (shomesho or gaijin card). Three blocks north of Kure Station there is another store 

with only movies, named Soft Pia (0823-24-0330). In Hiro, Futaba (0823-73-1128) is just east of Hiro 

Station. Geo (0823-73-1766) also offers movie rentals, along with games and manga. All the stores 

offer many current Western releases and an extensive collection of Japanese, Korean and Anime titles. 

Soft Pia is owned by Futaba, so if you have a membership to one, you can go to both. Geo is a 

separate company. 

 

Internet/Manga Café                  [Red Com: #41] 

Recognized by its castle-like roof, Red Com (0823-24-7340) may be the only Internet/manga café in 

town. To use their computers, you must become a member. Bring your passport and proof of residency 

(shomesho or gaijin card), and it costs ¥100 plus about ¥500 per hour. The staff is generally friendly to 

foreigners, but when they’re busy, they can sometimes be pretty unapproachable. Don’t take it 

personally – they’re that way to everyone. You can also bring your own computer, but don’t forget a 

network cable. Printers are also available.  
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Recycle Shops           [Erumoru: #10 and #H33; Manga Souko: #H30] 

There are many independent recycle shops in Kure, including Erumoru Recycle (details are listed in 

Furniture) and Nakama, also on Hondori – look for the large Gamera. One dealing in more used media 

is Manga Souko (0823-76-6636). Their giant black building looks intimidating, but it’s filled with all sorts 

of clothes and “otaku” bric-à-brac.  

 

Bicycle Stores        [Kane Nori: #48; Niyama Cycle: #44, Okamura Cycle: #H4] 

While getting around the city on foot is easy, most prefer to ride a bike. A decent new chari – a 

commuter bike with a basket and built-in stand – can cost around ¥10,000 to ¥25,000, but they’re worth 

it in time saved. While Youme Town has a small bike shop, the local shops have a much better 

selection of quality bikes, and occasionally used ones. Kane Nori （0823-23-2727）, located near 

Youtsu Doro, offers all sorts of commuter bikes. For sportier track bikes, Niyama Cycle (0823-21-4458) 

is off Sanjo Dori, west of Kure Station. Okamura Cycle (0823-71-7377 or okamura-cycle.com) is 

located in Hiro, on Hiro Shoutengai, and has the largest selection of road and mountain bikes in Kure. If 

you purchase a bike from them, each local shop usually offers free (or relatively cheap) labor for 

maintenance and air refills.   

 

Churches         [Catholic Parish: #21; Kure Revival Center: #11] 

Kure has several churches. The Catholic Parish (0823-21-5464) is located a few blocks behind F-

Depot, in the Washo neighborhood. It has an English service at 12:00 noon on Sundays. The Kure 

Revival Center Church (0823-21-8904) is next to the 7-11 opposite the Kure Chuo Park. Each has 

listings of the denomination and times of service. Check the International Exchange Square for 

additional information. 

 

Health 
 

Hospitals            [National Kure: #61; Kure Kyosai: #38; Chugoku Rousai: #H34] 

Kure has two large hospitals: the National Kure Hospital, (0823-22-3111, 青山町 3丁目 1番), and 

Kure Kyosai Hospital, (0823-22-2111, 西中央 2丁目 3番). The large hospital in Hiro is behind 

Shinhiro Station: Chugoku Rousai Hospital, (0823-72-7171, 広多賀谷 1丁目 5番). Each has a few 

English-speaking doctors, but they may possibly charge you extra money if you do not have a letter of 

approval from another doctor. These are usually for emergencies only, and clinics with various 

specialties are recommended. 

 

http://www.okamura-cycle.com/
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Doctors/Clinics     [Masaoka: #56; Tanaka and Mochizuki: #53; Kimura Ganka: #42] 

An alternative to the hospitals is the Masaoka Clinic (0823-21-1801; 本通り 1丁目 5番 14号), which 

has an English-speaking doctor on staff and is located near the railway bridge on Hondori. It is closed 

on Sundays and Thursday afternoons. The Tanaka Ladies Clinic (0823-22-1321; 中央 1丁目 5番 28

号) does not have any English speakers on staff; however they do prescribe oral contraceptives. 

Mochizuki (0823-32-2266; 中央 1丁目 5番 15号) is a dermatologist located just south of Coco's. 

Kimura Ganka (0823-22-5544; 中通 2丁目 3番 28号) is a local optician, but they don’t speak English. 

Located across from Kure Station, Kure Eki Mae Dental (0823-26-7766; 四中央 1丁目 6番 2号) is a 

good dentist office with some English-speaking staff. For sports-related injuries and a rehabilitation 

clinic, Kure Orthopedics Sports Clinic (0823-32-6611) is on the fourth floor of Recre. There is no 

English-speaking staff, but they are patient and understanding with some cooperation. 

 

Pharmacies               [Tomato: #56; Wants: #28, #H5, #H31, and in Ondo] 

Tomato Pharmacy has an English-speaking pharmacist on hand. It is located next to the Masaoka 

Clinic, but please note they are also closed on Sundays. Like Masaoka and Tomato, most pharmacies 

are close by to clinics, and they can work jointly. Wants, in the Izumi building off of Renga Dori, can 

serve almost any over-the-counter medications you may need. Other locations include Hiro, one at the 

northern end of Hiro Shoutengai and one on Route 185, and Ondo, on Route 487. There are also 

smaller over-the-counter pharmacies located around Renga Dori and in Youme Town. 

 

Sports & Recreation 
 

Gyms   [Kure City Gym: #16; Oak Arena: #H13; Niko Gym: #6; Tsubaki: #9; Pearle: #34] 

Kure City Gymnasium is located next to Chuo Koen and City Hall. It’s regularly used for school 

functions and weekend events, but it’s not usually open to the public. Oak Arena in Hiro is similar – a 

big gym, used for events – but it does also offer a training room. There are a few gyms with workout 

facilities around the city, though. Near the Kure Baseball Stadium is Kure Sports Kaikan, Niko Gym 

(0823-25-5722), which offers yearly memberships for approximately ¥23,000 or ¥7,300 for 90-days. 

The facilities are not too modern, but it’s cheap. Oak Arena’s Training Room (0823-74-0909) is 

relatively modern, and offers similar rates - ¥6,900 for three months. A gym on the top floor of the 

Tsubaki Kaikan (the Board of Education building) can be reserved for basketball, badminton, or other 

activities. Pearle is located on Renga Dori, on the sixth floor of the Segami building, and offers light 

training, too. Along with traditional gym formats, Kure offers a wide array of Martial Arts dojos and 

dance classes. Ask the International Exchange Square for further details. 
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Niko Baseball Stadium               [#5] 

The baseball stadium regularly host games during the summer. The Hiroshima Carp also play at the 

stadium about once a season. 

 

Running Track                 [#6] 

The running track is located near the baseball stadium. It’s free to use. 

 

Pools              [Niko Pool: #4; Hiro Heated Pool: #H20] 

Niko Pool is located across from the baseball stadium. It’s only open in the summer – July to August. 

Open from 9:30 am to 6:00 pm, a day pass costs ¥200 per person. The Hiro Heated Pool is located 

near Shinhiro Station. Open year-round, it costs ¥400 per person. 

 

Tennis Courts             [#3 and #H10] 

Tennis courts are located across from Niko Stadium and next to Shiratake Junior High School in Hiro. 

The Niko Courts (0823-22-1264) are open from 9:00 am until 5:00 pm, but call or stop by the office at 

Niko Gym to schedule a time to play. The Hiro Loan Courts (0823-72-1102) is a part of a private club, 

but they offer tennis lessons and reservations can be made if you join. 

  

Major Field Batting Center              [#59] 

Behind Kure Station there is an indoor sports center. On the first floor there are batting cages for 

practicing baseball, and upstairs there are facilities providing soccer, tennis, air hockey, and video 

games. (0823-20-1189) 

 

Bowling                  [Marine Bowl: #63; 10 Point: #H32] 

Located a block from the ferry port and next to Youme Town, Marine Bowl (0823-23-373) is on the 

third floor of the building with the giant bowling pin outside. 10 Point Bowling (0823-72-4511) is 

located in Hiro, off of Route 185 behind the family restaurant Gyujiro. Games usually cost around ¥500 

per person, per game and an additional ¥300 for shoe rental.  
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Restaurants 
 

“Family” Restaurants      

       [Coco’s: #40 and #H22, Jolly Pasta: #40; Joyful: #52 and #H2; Skylark Gusto: #2] 

Coco’s, along with Jolly Pasta, is located on Kuramoto Dori, and a lonely Coco’s is near Shinhiro 

Station (Kure: 0823-32-2231, Hiro: 0823-76-5611). Joyful is across the street from the KFC in Kure 

and in northwestern Hiro (Kure: 0823-32-1185, Hiro: 0823-76-5018). Joyful and Coco’s are cheap and 

offer unlimited trips to the drink bar. They serve standard western and Japanese food. Jolly Pasta is a 

reasonably priced Italian food restaurant with a wide variety of pasta dishes and cracker crust pizzas. 

Skylark Gusto (0823-32-7241) is located a few blocks north of Edion. Similarly to Coco’s, it has good 

and cheap diner food. On the third floor of Youme Town, there is a row of family restaurants, including 

kaiten-zushi. 

 

Fast Food   [Lotteria: Kure Station; KFC: #55; MosBurger: #27 and #H7; McDonalds: #29] 

Kure has a number of fast food establishments: Lotteria is in Kure Station, KFC is located near Kure 

Station, and MosBurger restaurants are on Kuramoto Dori (near the library) and in Hiro (on Route 375). 

McDonalds is located on Renga Dori. There are also numerous Honke Kamadoya bento stands in 

and around Kure that sell tasty bentos for cheap prices. Youme Town has a food court that includes 

Mister Donut, Starbucks, Baskin Robbins, Tullys, another MosBurger, and some Japanese fast 

food places with omrice, takoyaki, udon, etc.  

 

Kaiten-zushi (Conveyor Belt Sushi)      [Sushi Sen: #59; Kurukuru: #H9; Sasabe: #22 & #H18] 

Behind Kure Station is Sushi Sen (0823-32-3155), an excellent Kaiten-zushi place. Dishes range in 

price from extremely cheap (¥180) to moderately expensive (¥500). Step inside another time, think “old 

school”, and try Kurukuru (0823-73-2555). The interior hasn’t changed in 50 years, but the people are 

nice and sushi is good and cheap. Marinepolis Sasabe is a large chain with two Kure locations: one is 

located at the northern end of Renga Dori (Kure: 0823-32-2012), and one is located off of Route 185 

(Hiro: 0823-76-6640). Another decent place is located in the third-floor restaurant section of Youme 

Town. If you don’t see what you want on the conveyor, ask the chefs and they will make it and serve 

you directly. 

 

Yakiniku (Japanese Barbeque)     [Daifuku: #59; Gochi Niku: #31; Buchi: #25 and #H26] 

Across the parking lot from Sushi Sen, there’s Daifuku (0823-32-7298). It’s a family-style yakiniku 

restaurant with great portions and delicious meat. Because it’s popular among families and large 

parties, the wait time could be a little long. Gochi Niku (0823-32-2929) is closer to the center of town. 
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It’s recently changed management, and they currently run many sales, including all you can eat and all 

you can drink. That makes it cheap, but sometimes it’s scary cheap. For a uniquely western Japanese 

experience, Buchi (Kure: 0823-23-2929; Hiro: 0823-75-2929) offers both yakiniku and horumon – 

chewy, marinated beef or pork intestines. 

 

Izakaya (Japanese Pub)      [Za-Watami: #35; Wara Wara: #43; Hakkenden: #12] 

Izakayas have small, cheap dishes that you order a la carte along with incredibly large beers. There are 

tons of little izakayas all around town – just check out the menu. The chain restaurant Za-Watami 

(0823-32-3035) offers seating for large parties, and weekly specials. While it’s overpriced, workers will 

occasionally stand outside with coupons. For a meal that you are going to pay for the atmosphere 

instead of the food, go to Wara Wara (0823-22-1988). It is located on one of the corners of Renga Dori. 

One more chain izakaya is Hakkenden (0823-24-6232). Be aware that on Friday and Saturday nights, 

typically most izakayas are serving a packed house. 

 

Okonomiyaki (Fried “Whatever You’d Like” Heaven)         [Jun: #12; Tokugawa: #32] 

Hiroshima Prefecture is the place for okonomiyaki. US News and World Report called Hiroshima-style 

okonomiyaki (a pizza/pancake-looking dish with batter, soba or udon noodles, cabbage, smothered in 

barbeque sauce) one of the best “pizzas” in the world. Similarly to pizza, toppings and items inside can 

change depending on the shop. The choices of places to eat this in Kure are uncountable. Jun (0823-

24-6597) – near Tsubaki Kaikan/BoE – is a good example of standard okonomiyaki fare. The woman 

that runs it keeps banker’s hours, though – usually from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm – but take-out is available. 

If you want to try the Kansai-style (minus noodles and with everything mixed together) check out 

Tokugawa (0823-23-8889) between Hondori and Renga Dori. There, you’ll make it at your table and 

eat it off the griddle.  

 

Ramen and Udon              [Ryuu: #57; Ryumen: #22; Maru: #H16] 

Both ramen and udon aren’t widely popular in this region, but there are a few small shops around. A 

few minutes from Kure Station, Ryuu (0823-24-6692) has the best ramen and udon in the city. Try the 

special Kure-only thin udon – Ryuu’s specialty. Another good place is Ryumen (0823-25-2622), on 

Renga Dori. Located on the second floor, this ramen shop is open late (usually around 4:00 am) and 

has an amazing curry ramen. A cheap option in Hiro is Maru (0823-71-3563), located a block north of 

Shinhiro Station.  

 

Yatai Dori               [On Kuramoto Dori] 

For a truly Asian experience, head down to Kuramoto Dori where every evening the streets are lined 

with yatais – tent restaurants with cozy seating for five to ten. Each serves something different ranging 
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from traditional Japanese fare (okonomiyaki, ramen, etc.) to even more traditional Japanese fare (oden, 

soba, etc). They stay open late, too, usually closing up and wheeling away around sunrise. 

 

Pizza          [Pizza Royal Hat: #13 and #H15; California 101: #62; Pizza Nalipo: in Yakeyama] 

The only pizza delivery in Kure is brought to you by Royal Pizza Hat (Kure: 0823-21-8855; Hiro: 0823-

76-5488). Although some of the combos are funky (corn, salmon, and mayonnaise anyone?), it is the 

closest thing to a steamy, hot pie being delivered to your home that you can find in Kure. Take-out is 

also available. For those craving a more authentic slice should make the trip to California 101 Pizza 

(0823-21-6334). Located just off Route 31, it offers a few familiar combos along side the Japanese 

favorites. It’s great but expensive, and they don’t deliver. Take-out is OK, and they’re closed on 

Mondays. Even more authentic is Pizza Nalipo (0823-34-0062), located in Yakeyama. This small 

pizzeria is run by an Italian-trained chef who specializes in true Neapolitan brick-oven pizzas. (Side 

note: pepperoni is usually called “Italian salami”.) 

 

Maya (Indian)                       [#18, and #H23] 

Real, spicy, delicious Indian cuisine, with a great chicken tikka masala and cheese naan. Great for 

groups of 6-8 to attend, Maya also caters for take-away and has fantastic lunch sets. The mango lassi 

is also recommended. The original location is across from City Hall on the 2nd floor of the building on 

the corner (0823-25-2229), but they have recently opened a location in Hiro (0823-74-3079). 

 

Bom (Brazilian)               [#18] 

Brazilian restaurant, intimate space but adequate for groups of 4-6. Authentic Brazilian dishes include 

good steak, pork and side dishes of rice, fries, and beans. Tasty, good-sized portions and inexpensive 

– highly recommended. Directly adjacent to Maya. (0823-22-8933) 

 

Pastelaria Brasil (Brazilian)            [#H3] 

This little pastel café offers Brazilian pastries stuffed with meats and cheese, along with other sweet 

pastries. There’s also a small shop inside offering hard-to-find groceries used in South American 

cuisine. They close a little early, though. (0823-36-6026) 

 

Buonasera (Italian)              [#37] 

The best Italian restaurant in Kure is run by a Japanese chef who has tried to bring real authentic Italian 

dishes to Kure. It’s a beautiful and intimate place, but reservations are required. Fresh ingredients, 

fantastic flavors and great wine makes this a truly pleasurable dining experience. (0823-22-0365) 
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Kei’s Country House (American Southwest)         [#46] 

Kei is a man who spent a great deal of time in the American Southwest and cooks accordingly, 

particularly beef tacos with hand-made flour tortillas. For those of you who are not American, it is just 

really good food. They also serve a mean plate of wings, hamburger steaks, and salads. (0823-21-

8651)  

 

Chinese [Casablanca “Yuri Hana”: # 37; Tokuran: #28] 

On the north end of Renga Dori, Casablanca is the closest Kure offers to real Chinese food – there’s a 

lot of Japanese-influenced places around, but this one’s actually run by Chinese folks. The ginger roast, 

fried rice, and Szechuan chicken are recommended.  (0823-21-8506).  Just around the corner from 

Wants on Renga Dori is Tokuran (0823-24-0888).  Although a bit on the expensive side, Tokuran 

offers a large variety of Chinese dishes and also does take out.   

 

Itawalia(Italian and Japanese)          [#47] 

Around the corner from Kei's Country House is Benvenuti, which specializes in both Japanese and 

Italian cuisine.  They offer private booths for small groups and can also host larger parties provided 

reservations are made beforehand.  (0823-32-1181) 

 

Bakushukan Clair – Naval Beer (Japanese/Brewhouse)       [#58] 

One of the best places to go with a group in Kure, Naval Beer is a microbrewery that sells several types 

of Kure Beer. It’s located next to the International Exchange Square along the river. Great deals on 

nomihodai and tabehodai (all you can eat and drink), and outdoor tables on the river in summer. (0823-

26-9191 or kurebeer.com) 

 

Golden Burns (Irish-Themed Café)           [#26] 

More of a coffee and tea house than a restaurant, Golden Burns is an Irish-themed establishment 

located on Renga Dori. It has a small food and pastry menu along with Guinness and (occasionally) 

Yebisu on tap. The coffee and tea are good and the staff is quite friendly. (0823-25-7007 or goodness-

gb.co.jp) 

 

 

http://www.kurebeer.com/
http://www.goodness-gb.co.jp/
http://www.goodness-gb.co.jp/
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Subaru – Naval Coffee                        [#43 and #H12] 

For the most expensive coffee you’ll ever see, check out Subaru along Renga Dori or Hiro Shoutengai. 

The coffee’s pricey, but it’s amazing. They sell daily blends to drink outside, and there’s a tiny café next 

door. They offer whole beans, grounds, and various gift sets.  

(Kure: 0120-02-7730; Hiro: 0823-72-2723) 

 

Café Yaro                            [#H21] 

There are too many coffee shops to count, but this dainty shop is a little different from the rest. Located 

directly across from Shinhiro Station, this college hang-out is a good place have a sandwich and coffee 

set and chat. (0823-72-8838) 

 

Pan Building: Jidorishokudo, Ninnikuya, and Katsuichi       [#31] 

The five story building located on Kuramoto Dori is packed with restaurants: Jidorishokudo (0823-24-

3352), with yakiniku chango-nabe (hearty stew eaten by sumo wrestlers);  

Ninnikuya (0823-24-2298), a garlic restaurant; and a couple of other Japanese restaurants including 

Katsuichi (0823-23-1161), available for large parties. 

 

Kuroki Café              [#24] 

This little café on Renga Dori serves up a massive omrice.  They also offer lunch sets that include 

dessert.  Be aware, however, that Kuroki fills up fast during lunch hours.
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Bars 

 

Café 8                [#31] 

If you’re into skateboarding, bicycles, or pseudo-metal/punk California culture, there’s Café 8. The 

owner, Takashi, has a limited but diverse selection of imported beer, and for the price of a few drinks 

he’ll help you with hip Japanese while working on his English.  

 

Bar Jah Live               [#23] 

Owned and run by the Okinawa/Bob Marley-loving guy named Shun, Jah Live has a wide range of rum, 

whisky, cocktails and beers on tap. Food is also served and the portions are generous. He also pours a 

heavy drink. Occasionally, he has weekend events, too. 

 

Memories                 [#23] 

Memories is a well-known snack bar throughout the foreign community. A very confined space, it 

nevertheless has a well stocked bar and huge beer mugs for a reasonable price. The main novelty of 

this bar is free karaoke (even in English!), which is in contrast to its competitors. The singing is free, but 

a drink purchase is required – no loitering! On the same street as Jah Live. 

 

Razz Bar                 [#22] 

Located opposite Memories, Razz is more of a “chill out” kind of bar. Comfy sofas in a dimly lit and 

mellow atmosphere, Razz is the place to go for a cocktail, shochu and an intimate chat. The master 

Ryu is a nice guy and has an excellent command of English. Recommended. 

 

Memphis Gang Café               [#37] 

Memphis has plenty of seating and a great staff ready to party. The food is delicious and the portions 

are generous – try the cheeseburger!  They occasionally have live music on weekends and the owner 

loves chatting to you in English. 

 

Times Shot Bar                [#26] 

For an upscale atmosphere to match the upscale drinks served, there’s Times. Located next to Golden 

Burns, the owner keeps unpredictable hours, although it’s usually open after 8:00 pm each night. You’ll 
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find an amazing assortment of whiskey, liquor, and imported beers.  Unfortunately with such an upscale 

selection, the prices match. Nevertheless, it’s a wonderful place to end an evening out while on a hot 

date. 

 

Calm Café                 [#46] 

Located in the same building as Kei’s Country House, Calm Café’s dim lighting and warm décor draws 

in the younger crowd.  There is a small cover charge, but Calm Café is a great way to end a quiet 

evening. 

 

Mouton               [#43] 

Mouton is the go to bar for wine.  Order a single glass or, if you’re feeling adventurous, just choose a 

bottle from the wall by the entrance.  Although primarily a wine bar, they also serve other drinks and a 

small selection of food. 

 

Luce Trattoria Bar              [#H1] 

Relatively new and in a newly developed area of Hiro, this is a trendy bar that offers respite from the 

other suburban traps. Similar to Café 8, it offers a full bar and a hip, cozy atmosphere. Catering to a 

young crowd, they offer pasta specials and cake sets. 

 

Café Roxy                      [#H25] 

Up the stairs in a building near Hiro Kousaten, on the Shoutengai, there’s Café Roxy. The owner’s goal 

is to make a “street”, retro-New York vibe, with a great collection of hip-hop vinyl. They also support the 

local Kure music scene, so DJs will sometimes stop by.  

 

Park Avenue Building: Presley, Café Felix          [#31] 

Along with Café 8, these additional bars are located in the Park Avenue building on Kuramoto Dori. 

Presley is nice, but it’s ridiculously over-priced and has a hostess-bar feel to it. On the other hand, Café 

Felix is not as expensive, has great views of the city and has dartboards and pool tables. Felix also 

offers live music occasionally.  
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Karaoke    [Billy the Kid: #24; MisKara: #30 and #H28; Karaoke Ban! Ban!: #30] 

Tiny bars and snack clubs usually sport the karaoke, but it’s not really foreigner-friendly crowd.   

Instead, large establishments catering exclusively to karaoke are the places to go. There, you rent a 

room and pay per person per hour. They usually will have a large English selection and offer over-

priced drinks or food service. Billy the Kid and MisKara are both located on Renga Dori, and are the 

best bets for loud, drunken singing. Another MisKara is located across from Hiro Station.  Karaoke 

Ban! Ban! also offers darts and pool for those needing a break from singing. 

 

Museums 
 

Yamato Museum & JMSDF Submarine Museum         [#65] 

A museum dedicated to the ever-lasting memory of the Yamato Battleship – one of the largest war 

ships ever assembled at the time – which was constructed in Kure. English language translation is 

available. Across from the Yamato Museum and next to Youme Town, the Japanese Maritime Self-

Defense Force Submarine Museum is free to visit. Along with a history lesson on mine-sweeping, you 

can tour a real submarine. 

 

Irifuneyama Museum and Kure Art Gallery          [#60] 

Both the museum and gallery are located twenty minutes walk from Kure Station and are worth a visit. 

The Kure Art Gallery is home to the city’s prized Renoir and the Irifuneyama houses a shrine dedicated 

to the Yamamoto Battleship. Admission fees vary, and they are closed on Mondays. 

 

 

Around Kure 
 

Beaches  

Ten minutes away from Kure by train towards Hiroshima is Karugahama Beach. The beach is easily 

accessible from Karugahama Station – only three stops west of Kure Station – and has an “adventure” 

playground to go with the surf and sand. Note: It’s only officially open during July and August, but is still 

open to non-swimmers other months. Another beach resort is Kenmin-no-hama Beach. Located on 

the island of Kamagari, there is a hotel, salt museum, and an observatory nearby. It’s also only officially 

open from July to August, too, but people visit year-round. Kurahashi Island has a few beaches, 

including Katsuragahama Beach.  Along with the beach, there’s camping, an onsen, a museum 

chronicling the historical Chinese envoys to Kure, and a shrine dating back 1,400 years. Both Kenmin-
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no-hama and Katsuragahama are accessible by bus, although for Kamagari Island you will need to 

change busses at Hiro Station. 

 

Hiking 

Kure is surrounded by hills, the most prominent is named Haigamine and has a white observation deck 

on the summit. You can either walk or drive there, and the views are spectacular. The walk takes about 

90 minutes to two hours to reach. Another great place to hike is Mount Norosan. On the eastern 

outskirts of Kure, it can be reached easily by train to Aki-Kawajiri Station. From there, the hike begins 

and takes a good two hours to reach. Norosan offers fantastic views and also has a shrine and a large 

camping spot at the top. Well worth the walk. Another trail worth an afternoon stroll is the road to Niko 

Gorge. From the baseball stadium, cross the river nearby and follow the gentle slope upwards, keeping 

the river on your right. This is one of the best places in Kure to view cherry blossoms in the spring. 

 

Parks            [Kure Chuo: #17; Hiro: #H17; Citizens Sports Ground: #64; Marine: #62] 

Using the term park liberally, there are several parks in Kure, but they’re not the large green spaces 

you may be imagining. The first and main one is Kure Chuo Koen. Located close to the City Hall, it 

features a massive fountain and tiny grassy spots ideal for dog-walking, a drink in summer or a small 

game of frisbee. A second is Hiro Koen, a large family-friendly park located in the center of Hiro. There 

is a great playground and a nice green space for kids to run around. The third is Irifuneyama Koen – 

Citizens Sports Ground and is located on top of a hill at the southern end of Hondori, close to the 

railway bridge. It’s essentially a large flat dirt playing surface – this space may need to be reserved in 

advance because many school and local sports teams use the large spaces regularly throughout the 

year. The city makes the park lights available for late practices, but it costs ¥2,000 an hour. This can be 

reserved through the offices at the Kure City Gymnasium. A fourth park is Marine Park, found next to 

the Clayton Bay Hotel. A fifteen-minute walk from Kure Station, the park space features a similar flat 

dirt surface as can be found at Irifuneyama but doesn’t require the space to be reserved. Ideal for 

soccer, rugby or games of ultimate frisbee. Be warned though, the space will be invaded by local 

baseball teams from time to time. Kure Chuo Chugako is also available for ¥1,000 an hour. 

Reservations can be made at the sports department building found in Kure City Gymnasium for about 

¥1,000 an hour. 

 

Yamato Onsen                 [In Recre] 

Onsen = relaxing bath in the buff. Located on top of the Recre Building, behind Kure Station. It’s fairly 

expensive compared to other sentos and onsens (¥1,300), nevertheless it has a multitude of baths and 

offers outdoor baths that give you the chance to look out onto the open waters of the Seto Inland Sea. 

Massages are also available at an extra cost. On the same floor, there’s an amazing shabu shabu 

restaurant. The onsen is open 24 hours a day. Call ahead or stop by for reservations to the restaurant. 

(0823-24-1126) 
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Miyake Honten “Sempuku” Brewery            [#1] 

All around the city, there’s ads for the local sake Sempuku (千福). The brewery is in the northeast area 

of the city – off Hondori, just past Yasumiyama Shindo Tunnel. Tours are offered on weekdays and run 

about 30 minutes. A small gift shop is there, too. Try the sake ice cream or pick up some limited run 

specialty brews to enjoy later. Call ahead to schedule an appointment for a tour or stop by the store on 

weekdays. (0823-22-1029) 

 

Ondo Seto Park               [#66] 

The legend says when Taira no Kiyomori ordered the straight between Kure and Kurahashi to be dug, 

he willed the sun from setting, thus completing the task in one day. To see where all the magic 

happened, go to the Ondo Seto Park. In the spring, it’s a great place to view cherry blossoms, and later 

the azaleas bloom around Ondo Bridge. It’s a great place to picnic while flower-viewing. 

 

Kameyama Shrine              [#50] 

The largest shrine in Kure is Kameyama Shrine, located up the hill along Yotsu Doro.  Throughout the 

year, festivals are held commemorating Shinto holidays, including New Years and the Kameyama 

Shrine Festival in October. 

 

Yutakamachi 

On the island of Osakishimojima, the old town Yutakamachi still exhibits the slow, quiet, agrarian side 

of Japan. With buildings dating to the Meiji era, several small museums display cultural artifacts from 

the island. Also, the island is famous for the copious amounts of mikan (sweet, seedless oranges) 

grown. While there, try to find an okonomiyaki restaurant named Akechi (0846-66-2220) – the owner is 

an eccentric who is obsessed with Hibari Misora, a famous enka singer.   

 

Kure Portpia 

Once a theme park with a Ferris wheel, Kure Portpia has seen better days. That said, there’s still fun to 

be had. There are a few open spaces for soccer practice, along with playgrounds for the kids. Fishing is 

also very popular there. On most weekends, Portpia plays host to various functions: skateboarding, slot 

cars, volleyball, etc. In the summer, the restaurant offers a cozy beer garden. 
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Close to Kure 
A few stops past Kure Portpia, Saka has additional shopping and a great beach, packed with 

windsurfing and volleyball. To go to Beach Saka, take the train to Mizushiri Station. Most shopping and 

restaurants are located across from Saka Station – one stop past the beach.  

  

If you miss that western shopping mall experience, stop at Tenjingawa Station (just east of Hiroshima 

Station) and take the five-minute walk to Diamond City Soleil. This mall has everything the suburban 

shopper craves: clothing, sporting goods, food courts, a movie theater, and more.   

 

The town of Etajima shares the name of the island where it is located. The Japanese Naval Academy 

is located there, along with a museum on naval history. There are several hiking and biking trails 

around the island, too. It’s connected to Kure by several bridges, but the ferry may be faster for those 

without a car.   

 

Northeast of Kure in Higashi Hiroshima, Saijo is a quiet town known throughout the country for two 

things: rice and sake. The locals take pride in their fresh water and cool temperatures.  Rice is grown 

and sake is brewed all over the area. In fact, there are nine different sake breweries in Saijo alone! In 

October, they host a large sake festival, which includes tours of each brewery and a nomihodai (all you 

can drink) park packed with hundreds of types of sake from around the country. A JR bus runs hourly to 

Saijo, but the train (transferring at Kaitaichi) may be just as fast.   

 

The cities Iwakuni and Matsuyama are also close by. Iwakuni is about a 90 minutes by train, and 

Matsuyama is about a two hours by ferry (or one hour by express ferry). Because Iwakuni hosts a large 

American Marine base, it offers several foreign amenities not found elsewhere.  If you have formerly 

served in the US military or can contact someone on-base, you can freely access the base’s 

restaurants and stores. Matsuyama has one of the oldest and most famous onsens in Japan, Dogo 

Onsen. With its many levels, tiered baths, and maze-like passageways, it has inspired many artists and 

writers, including Natsume Soseki and Hayao Miyazaki. 

 

Events & Festivals 
Autumn Harvest Shrine Festivals – Each shrine holds a festival in early October to celebrate the 

year’s harvest. A procession of yabu (demons) clash with those carrying the harvest to the shrine. Food 

stalls and partying lasts all weekend.   

 

Food Festival – In early November, Kure hosts a food festival in the park along Kuramoto Dori.  Stuff 

yourself on local and international food all day! 
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Oyster Festival – Kure ranks as one of the top oyster-producing areas in Japan. In February, the city 

celebrates another great year at Chuo Koen. Have oysters and other local seafood any way you can 

image! 

 

Flower Viewing – All around Japan, spring is celebrated by hanami, the ephemeral majesty of the 

cherry blossom. For those few weeks, everyone gathers outside for picnics… and lots of drinking. Oh, 

and to look at the pretty flowers. In Kure, the best places for hanami include Niko Gorge and Ondo Seto 

Park. 

 

Port Festival – In late April, Kure celebrates its naval roots with public performances, food, yacht races, 

and more. 

 

Fireworks Festival – Kure Bay lights up in early August with the Fireworks Festival. The best places to 

view them include the Clayton Bay Hotel, the Naval Defense Force Base, and anywhere along the bay.  

Other fireworks events are also held in different communities in Kure around the same time. 

 

Summer Festival – Later in August, Kure hosts an evening of entertainment at Chuo Koen to cool off 

during the hot days of summer. 
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To find a location, look for the “#○○” located to the right of its name.   

For Hiro, look for “#H○○”. 

 

 

Maps 
 

  



 KURE  

69 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

66 



 ONOMICHI  

70 
 

ONOMICHI 尾道 
Onomichi, situated in southeastern Hiroshima, faces the Seto Inland Sea and stretches out from east to 

west. It is a scenic port town that has thrived as a center for marine traffic in the Seto Inland Sea.  With 

a wide variety of restaurants and sites to see, it`s a very popular place to visit and a great place to live.   

Please check out HYPERLINK "http://www.city.onomichi.hiroshima.jp/english/en_index.html" 

http://www.city.onomichi.hiroshima.jp/english/en_index.html for more information on living in Onomichi. 

For excellent tourist information in English, check out www.ononavi.com. You can search for 

restaurants, accommodations and model sightseeing courses, as well as information on local festivals 

and events. The Tourist Information Booth in the train station has English maps and some English 

speaking staff to assist foreign visitors. If all else fails people are incredibly friendly in Onomich and 

willing to help you if you get lost. 

 

Transportation 
 

By Train 

Onomichi is located on the Sanyo train line between Mihara and Fukuyama. By local train it takes about 

1hr30min to Hiroshima city. There is a shinkansen station (Shin-Onomichi) in Onomichi but it is far 

away from the local train line so I would suggest taking the shinkansen from Mihara or Fukuyama. .  

By Bus 

The bus terminal in Onomichi is located directly in front of the Onomichi train station.  There are a 

number of buses that can take you around the city itself.  As well, there are buses that will take you to 

the neighboring islands on the Seto Inland Sea, including Mukaishima and Innoshima.  You can use the 

buses to travel to bigger cities like Hiroshima, Fukuyama, and even Osaka.   

By Ferry 

Onomichi has multiple ferries that will take you to one of the many islands located in the Seto Inland 

Sea.  Each ferry port is located in close proximity of Onomichi Station.  These ferries will accommodate 

cars and bikes.  

By Car 

Onomichi is located along the highway, Route 2, which runs along the coast of Eastern Hiroshima.  

Route 2 will take you directly through Mihara, Onomichi, and Fukuyama.  To get to Hiroshima by car, 

you can take the Sanyo Expressway which is the nearest expressway to Onomichi.  You can also take 

the Sanyo Expressway north to get to the Kansai region. 

http://www.ononavi.com/
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Amenities and Shopping  
 

Onomichi has a three-section Shotengai (covered shopping street), which is conveniently located to 

the east of Onomichi station.  It is packed full of shops, restaurants and cafes.  Shopping here tends to 

be traditionally Japanese but there are still many great little shops for browsing and for picking up local 

crafts and souvenirs.  

Aeon - A department store with supermarket on the first floor. They have the biggest selection in 

Onomichi. Open until 9pm.  Mitaniya - Located next to UFO, this supermarket has the widest range of 

vegetables in Onomichi. Fukuya - A department store next to Onomichi station.  It has a small range of 

import foods downstairs. It tends to be the most expensive place for groceries but is your best bet for 

less standard produce and food products. Izumi – This is the most convenient supermarket in 

Onomichi as it is open until 11pm and has a wide variety of food at reasonable prices. Ebiri - Discount 

grocery store next to Kappa Sushi. Prices are low but the produce isn`t always as fresh as Aeon or 

Izumi. Also, unlike most grocery stores, Ebiri does not stock alcohol of any kind. 

UFO – Sells a wide range of goods for your apartment and probably the only decent, affordable place 

to buy a bicycle in town.   100 Yen Shop – There are several 100yen shops around town, but the 

biggest and best is located near Kiss Road Plaza and Ebiri grocery store. DeoDeo – Caters to all your 

electronic needs.  You will find it at the bottom of Route 184 near the train tracks.Yamada Denki – This 

is a big electronics store in Higashi-Onomichi with a wider range than Deo Deo and more competitive 

prices. Uniqlo – Located in Higashi-Onomichi, just to the southeast of the station.  Uniqlo is a great 

place to pick up fair priced clothing that actually fits!!  

Imagawa Gyokukoen Chaho - With over 80 kinds of Japanese tea and tea ceremony paraphernalia, 

this is a tea drinker`s paradise. Opened in 1878, Imagawa Tomohiro is the 5th generation of his family 

to operate the shop. The shop is located down a narrow street just south of the end of third section of 

the shoten gai. Look for the black cat hanging curtain. Imagawa tea products are also available at 

several omiyage shops around town.Open every day from 9 – 7. 

Uragami Saketen – A small liquor shop in the Shotengai run by a sweet little obaa-chan. Uragami san 

keeps her shop filled with a good selection of Chugoko region nihonshu, shochu, and umeshu, as well 

as beer and spirits. Look for the stacks of Asahi Beer out front.  

Oda Sakeya – Another excellent liquor shop. It is a bit of a trek from the station but it has a fine 

selection of nihonshu available. The shop also stocks an excellent green tea umeshu from Wakayama. 

The owners are very friendly and make wonderful recommendations if you aren’t sure what you want. 

Reikodo – A small record shop located at the north exit of Onomichi Station. This shop specializes in 

independent Japanese music and the owner also organizes live shows around town. The shop is easy 

to spot due to the giant cat painting over the entrance. 

Health 

Ear, Nose, Throat Clinic – If you hate hospitals and know that you’re suffering from the flu or other 

respiratory illness, this small clinic is a nice alternative that is conveniently located behind the station.  
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Hospital – Go here if you have any kind of ailment.  They always seem to have an English-speaking 

doctor on staff.  You pay for your treatment before you leave the hospital, remember to take your 

national health care card.  It’s on Route 2 a little bit further down the road from Izumi.  

 

Restaurants and Bars 
Shotengai – The covered shopping arcade features a large number of cafes and restaurants. 

Fandango – A fantastic Italian restaurant with proper thin crust style pizza and delicious pastas. The 

small patio is great in the summer. It is about a 5 min. walk west of the station; next to Lawsons and the 

Keibunsha. 

Borracho – Located in the shotengai, Borracho is a Spanish Tapas restaurant. The food and selection 

of drinks is great but it can bit a bit pricey. An excellent place to relax with friends or to go on a date. 

Look for the large red sign. 

Yamaneko – The best place for food in all of Onomichi. Yamaneko features a mix of westerner and 

Japanese style meals, including the ever popular “yamaneko” lunch set, all at reasonable prices. The 

restaurant has a very laid back atmosphere with chilled music and rotating art exhibits. The staff is 

incredibly friendly. Though they speak little English, the staff is used to catering to foreign clientele. 

When you exit the station, head left along the seaside road for about 10 minutes. 

Chaider – A cool Chai shop run by husband and wife duo, Hiro and Tamako. Try Chaider`s original 

Chaider and Carp Chaider drinks, made with green tea and cider. Hiro and Tamako also make unique 

Onomichi omiyage and have a wealth of knowledge on what to see in do in town. Both speak excellent 

English. Follow the Shotengai for 100 metres, turn right down a little side street. The bright orange shop 

front can`t be missed. 

Classico – This a brand new coffee shop in the shotengai serving up gourmet coffee and cakes. 

Classico is located in the first section of the shotengai. 

Paraiso – Funky coffee shop with a warm eclectic atmosphere and cool, chilled out music. Comfortable 

chairs and art books to browse make it a great place to waste your time. Open from 1-10pm. It`s the 

first building in the Shotengai above the Discount Ticket Shop. 

Yes Bar – Located above Paraiso, Yes Bar is a relaxing place for a drink with friends. The ever cool 

Eiji-san keeps his bar stocked with a wide variety of unique sodas and imported beers. Sit at the bar 

and have a chat about music with Eiji-san (he loves John Lennon) or head up to the roof top patio and 

lie back in the hammock. Open Saturdays, Sundays, and Mondays untils 9. 

Saka Bar – Saka Bar features an ever rotating list of Japanese and imported beers that are otherwise 

difficult to find. If beer isn’t your game, it also has variety of mix drinks and good selection of whiskeys. 

The barman dabbles as a DJ and so he always has eclectic mix of  tunes pumping out of a top notch 

sound system. To reach Saka Bar follow the path from the Ropeway station up towards Senkoji Temple 

for about 2-3 minutes. It is on your left. 

Shingai – Onomichi`s red light district. Packed full of izakayas and snack bars, this is the place to go 

for a full night out on the town. The Shingai is located just north of the City Hall. 
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Onomichi Ramen – Onomichi`s most famous food. There are dozens of restaurants all over town. 

Keep your eyes open for the long lines of people at lunchtime. 

 

Miscellaneous Resources and Services 
Japanese Classes – These very useful Japanese lessons are held in the community centre very near 

to Aeon.  Volunteers give lessons from 7-8.30pm on Tuesdays and are 500 yen a month.  It’s open in 

accordance with the Japanese school year so it’s closed over summer and starts again in September. 

City Hall – You can buy discount tickets for the bus to Hiroshima on the second floor, 2500 yen return. 

Discount Ticket Shop – This shop sells discount Shinkansen tickets.  As you enter the Shotengai it’s 

the first shops on the left.  Look for the yellow sign. Heading west from the city centre, it’s on your 

right.Bingo Sports Park – This is Onomichi’s sports park.  There is a swimming pool, gym, baseball 

stadium, running course and tennis.  The gym is very cheap at around 350 yen per session.  It’s a fair 

hike up the mountain though if you are biking or walking.  To get there go up 184 and turn left just after 

the Shinkansen station, its well marked. Women’s Clinics – There are a few women’s clinics around 

town.  A fairly easy one to find is, Hotta Women’s Clinic.  To get there turn right after Himawari, 

northbound on Route 184. 

 

Attractions  
Senko-ji Park (千光寺公園). The park rises up over 130 meters above the city which is high enough to 

see far out into the Seto Inland Sea on a clear day. The Path of Literature on the hill contains stones 

carved with the words of famous poets and authors. There is a cable car to the top and a lookout tower. 

Over 10,000 cherry trees are planted in the park so it is a popular destination for cherry blossom 

viewing when they bloom.Temple Walk: Onomichi is famed for its temple walk. Fans of famed locally 

born director, Nobuhiko Obayashi, love to take off and walk around for an entire day visiting all the 

temples that were featured in his films. Most people walk around the temples and buildings on Senko-ji 

hill which is east of JR's Onomichi Station. Onomichi Motion Picture Museum: Not in English, but 

very interesting to look at.  

 

 

Festivals 
Onomichi has many festivals, including: 

Betchya Festival: November 11th .Young men in demon costumes terrorize young children with large 

bamboo sticks. If they are lucky enough to be beaten with a bamboo stick, they are then protected from 

illness for the rest of the year. It is held at Kibitsu-hiko Shrine and Onomichi waterfront area. Onomichi 

Minato Port Festival: 4th Saturday and Sunday in April. In front of the station and along the shopping 

arcade you will find plenty of stuff to buy and eat.There is a massive dance competition held on the 

water front. Saturday is for companies and private groups. On Sunday Elementary and Junior High 

schools dance it out for top prize. Onomichi Sumiyoshi Fireworks Festival: The first Saturday of 

August. Thousands of fireworks explode over the harbour.  
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Shimanami Sea Road Cycling Trip: Onomichi to Imabari HYPERLINK "http://mtbiker-

web.hp.infoseek.co.jp/shimanami/shimanami_e.htm" http://mtbiker-

web.hp.infoseek.co.jp/shimanami/shimanami_e.htmA great weekend trip! You can enjoy the scenery of 

the Seto Inland Sea. You will cycle over 7 bridges including the longest suspension bridge in the world. 

It’s a great experience. 
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MIHARA 三原 
Mihara city is located right in the middle of the eastern Hiroshima coast, on the Seto-Inland Sea. This 

makes Mihara an ideal place to meet-up with friends from around the prefecture.  While not quite as 

popular as the neighboring Onomichi, Mihara is an often over-looked town that has plenty of things to 

do and see.  From beautiful Poporo Park to the Buttsuji Temple, Mihara is steeped in traditional beauty 

and Japanese culture.  Plus, you must try the Octopus!  It`s Mihara`s most famous food! 

 

Transportation 
 

By Train 

 

Mihara Station is conveniently located along the Sanyo JR line and at the end of the Kure Line. By the 

JR line, it takes about 10 min to get to Onomichi, 30 min to get to Fukuyama and 1 hr 15min to get to 

Hiroshima City.  By the Kure Line, it takes about 1 hr 40 min to get to Kure. Mihara also has it`s own 

Shinkansen stop within the station making it very convenient to travel to larger cities around the country.  

By Shinkansen, it takes a mere 25 minutes to get to Hiroshima City and only 1 hr 30 min to get to 

Osaka.  

 

By Bus 

 

The bus terminal is located directly in front of Mihara Station.  There are plenty of differen buses that 

travel to all parts of the Mihara area including Kui, Hongo, etc. There are also buses that travel to 

Takehara, but very rarely. The bus to Onomichi has been discontinued.  

Airport Limousine: The bus to Hiroshima airport leaves in front of the station and takes about 40 mins 

to get there. For the schedule:  http://www.hij.airport.jp/english/access/bus/b07.html  

 

By Ferry 

 

The Mihara Ferry Port is located across from Mihara Station, on the opposite side of the highway, 

Route 2.  There are ferries that will take you to nearly all of the neighboring islands in the Seto Inland 

Sea, such as Innoshima, Omishima, and Osakikamijima.  All ferries leave from this port. 

http://www.hij.airport.jp/english/access/bus/b07.html
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By Car 

 

Mihara is mainly oriented along the highway, Route 2.  You can take Route 2 west to get to Hongo or 

you can take the highway east, which will take you to Onomichi and Fukuyama.  It`s very scenic but 

can be a little slow during rush hour.  The fastest way to get to Mihara by car would be by taking the 

Sanyo Expressway.  The Sanyo Expressway will take you all the way to Hiroshima, as well as, all the 

way up to the Kansai area.  To get to Kui-cho, you will take Route 25 north into the mountains.  You 

can get to Kui in about 25 minutes by car. 

 

Amenities and Shopping 
Mihara has stores for all of the bare essentials you would need in your every day life.  Although the 

variety of Mihara`s shopping is not quite as diverse as bigger cities like Hiroshima City and Fukuyama, 

you will find plenty of markets, pharmacies and clothing stores to supply you with your daily needs.    

JUSCO: JUSCO is a large department store which is a 10min walk East from the station, along Route 2. 

Here you can find a few clothing shops which have larger sizes. There is also a 100yen store on the 

second floor. As well there is a very large grocery store and bike shop located on the first floor.  There 

is a food court area that has a good Italian-Pizza restaurant, a family restaurant, and a few other good 

places to eat.  There is even a KFC next to the market. 

Fuji-Grand:  Fuji Grand is the largest mall in Mihara. While fairly similar to the shopping that JUSCO 

offers, this mall boasts a wider variety of stores as well as a bigger market.  You`ll have the best luck 

finding foreign foods at Fuji Grand.  The mall has many clothing stores, an electronic section, a 

McDonalds, and even has a Baskin Robbins on the first floor.  There is also a very large pet shop 

located on the northern side of the mall.  Fuji Grand is surrounded by many kinds of restaurants.  Fuji-

Grande is about a 20min walk south from the station, across the river 

Every:  Every is a smaller but cheaper market located right next to JUSCO along Route 2.  It`s a very 

convenient place to shop for cheaper meats and vegetables.  They also have very delicious bentos for 

a quick bite. 

Fresta: A super grocery store. Quite far from the train station, but it houses some imported food and 

sweets. 

Himawari: Himawari is a drug store where you can buy toiletries, medicine, cleaning supplies, and 

many other important items that aren`t food related.  There are three Himawari`s in Mihara. One is next 

to the Every Market on Route 2.  Another is located in Miyaura-Cho, in close proximity to Miyaura 

Junior High School.  And the other is located next to the Daiki, which is about a 5 minute walk west of 

Fuji Grand 
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Daiki: Daiki is a large home improvement store where you can buy larger items like cleaning supplies 

and trash cans to furnish your apartment.  It`s a very useful store.  It`s located in a shopping center 

about a 5 min walk west of Fuji Grand 

UniQlo: Uniqlo a cheap clothing shop with larger sizes and a casual and business selection of clothing.  

It`s located in Miyaura-cho which is a 25 minute walk west of Mihara Station. 

Edion: Edion, formerly known as Deo Deo, is a a large electronics shop where you can find any 

electronic you can think of from cell phones to TVs to microwaves. It`s also located in  Miyaura-cho.  

 

 

 

Restaurants 
 

Grila Grila: Grila Grila is a delicious yakiniku restaurant that is located next to the Himawari and Every 

Market, east along route 2.  You get to grill your own meat at a barbeque that is placed on your table.  

It`s a great place to meet up with friends for good food and drinks.  They have a tabehodai and 

nomehodai option as well. 

Global Kitchen:Global Kitchen is a good restaurant that offers a variety of cuisine, like the name 

suggests.  You can find Korean, Chinese, Japanese, and even American food on the menu.  It`s 

located in the downtown square in front of the station.  It`s next to the Washington Pachinko Parlor on 

the second floor. 

Tandoor: Tandoor is a fantastic Indian food restaurant located in Miyaura-cho, across the street from 

the Edion.  You can find a wide variety of curries and naan bread to satisfy your Indian food appetite.  

This is one of the best restaurants in all of mihara. The staff is also super friendly. 

Mihara Shokudou: For a quick and cheap bite to eat, there is a delicious buffet style restaurant called 

Mihara Shokudou located right in front of Mihara Station on Route 2. There are plenty of vegetable and 

meat dishes that you can grab onto your tray.  It`s very convenient and it`s very cheap. 

RaiRaiken Ramen: RaiRaiken is a delicious ramen restaurant located behind Mihara Station.  It`s hard 

to find at first because the front door is simply a sliding door at the bottom of an older looking building, 

but you`ll often see a line of people waiting outside.  The ramen is boasted as one of the best in the city.  

They also have very delicious gyoza. 

Koh Ramen: Koh Ramen is also a very delicious ramen restaurant that has a wider selection of ramen 

than RaiRaiken has to offer.  The staff is incredibly friendly and the food is delicious.  It`s located in 

Miyaura-cho across the street from the Edion and very close to the Tandoor restaurant. 
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Marine Street:  In front of the station, there is a interesting brick street called Marine Street.  All along 

Marine Street, there are a number of bars and restaurants to eat at.  You`ll find yakitori, seafood, ramen, 

and much more. 

 

Bars 
 

Mihara isn`t necessarily the most lively place when it comes to its night life.  But there are plenty of 

small bars and karaoke bars to visit on a night out with your friends.  They are all mainly located around 

Mihara Station. 

Manekineko:  The Manekineko is the largest karaoke bar in Mihara and it`s located directly in front of 

Mihara Station.  It`s hard to miss because there is a large picture of a cat with a microphone on the 

front of it. 

Be Alive:  Be Alive is a fun darts bar with a very friendly and fun staff.  It`s right across the street from 

the Manekineko. 

Vampire Bar: Yes, you read that right.  Vampire is a small bar that seats up to 8 people and it`s 

located right behind JUSCO.  It has a big red door and the bar is decorated with vampire decorations 

and KISS photos.   

 

There are plenty of these smaller bars around the area in front of the station and I would definitely 

suggest going out one night and discovering some new bars for yourself.  The bar owners are usually 

very friendly and open to foreigners. 

 

Health 
 

There are 3 large hospitals in Mihara and they are very convenient to go to when you have any type of 

ailment, even the common cold.  The largest hospital is located directly across the street from the Fuji 

Grand.  Another hospital is located behind Mihara Station.  And there is one more hospital located east 

from the station along Route 2 in Itozaki-cho.  There are also plenty of smaller clinics along Route 2 

that you can visit if you do not feel like going to the hospitals here. 

 

Sightseeing 
Mount Fudekage (筆影山 - 311 meters) is a popular hiking destination south of Mihara City. The 

plateau at the summit features a brand new viewing platform and a small cherry tree picnic field. Mount 
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Ryuou (竜王山 - 445 meters) and various scenic spots can be reached via the hiking trails on the 

mountain. 

Buttsuji Temple: A bus ride from Mihara station. Very beautiful in Autumn.  

Sunami Beach Park: Sunami Beach Park was internationally recognized for its “barrier-free” design. It 

is a 20 min bus ride from Mihara station on the Seto Inland Sea. There are picnic benches and a nice 

Italian restaurant nearby. 

Mihara onsen: The water is at a temperature of 45.1℃ which makes it the hottest hot spring in 

Hiroshima prefecture. There are 26 baths to choose from including a bubble bath. At the onsen you will 

also find lodgings a seafood restaurant and karaoke room. It is a 15 min bus ride from Mihara station 

and costs 1,410 yen (for three hours) 

Chu Shinrin Park and Sankeien Garden: Right by Hiroshima airport. A huge natural park comprised 

of a rich green forest. Within the park, there is an observation plaza, a forest where non-native trees are 

planted, and a cycling road, which is 13.6 Km in circumference, where international bicycle races are 

held. The strolling-type of Japanese garden called Sankeien Garden is very pretty and has seasonal 

blooming flowers all year round.. 

 

Festivals and Events 
Mihara Yassa Festival: Probably the first real festival you will experience in Japan. It is held the 

second weekend of August. Many people perform the 430 year old Yassa dance, even the new JETs.   

Mihara Shinmeiichi Festival: The second weekend of February. Be sure to buy the Daruma (Dharma 

figure) for good luck. 
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TAKEHARA 竹原 
Welcome to the city of bamboo known as Takehara.  With a population of approximately 35,000 people, 

this coastal place is known as “Hiroshima’s Little Kyoto.” It is a good place to visit for a day trip for 

historical reasons or as base for a trip to Osakikamijima and Okunoshima. 

 

Transportation 
 

Takehara can be conveniently accessed by train and by bus.  If coming by train, Takehara Station is 

located on the Kure Line in between the cities of Mihara and Kure, and there are numerous trains 

running daily.  If coming by bus, there are several bus lines connecting Takehara to the nearby cities of 

Saijo and Mihara.  If coming from Hiroshima you can take the Kaguyahime (かぐや姫) Bus from either 

Hiroshima Station or the bus center, and this takes about an hour and 15 minutes.  

 

Shopping 
 

• Eiffel Street: This very quiet little street has shops ranging from bakeries, restaurants, clothing 

and traditional Japanese things.  

• Izumi- You-Me Town: A three level department store.  On the first level groceries are sold, 

followed by the second level where there are men and women’s clothing. The top floor has been 

closed down. 

• Fuji Paltry:  Unlike the usual 2 floor plaza, this one has just one. Spread out here is a larger, 

more well-stocked grocery store, a Daiso 100 yen shop, a few shoe and clothes shops, a 

Juntendo and a Tsutaya. It is also here where most of the fast food is in Takehara – Café Gusto, 

Joyful and a beef bowl store. It is approximately 10 minutes away from the station. Also next to 

it is a small Edion for basic electronics. 

• Nafco/Fujisan: Closest store to Takehara station. Has most of your home supply needs such 

as towels, hardware appliances, etc. Also inside is a small supermarket, tiny 100 yen area and 

cafeteria (Not open on weekends). 
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Attractions 
 

• Sake Museum of Kozasaya has been changed into a museum to exhibit the history of sake 

brewing.  The museum is attached to Taketsuru Shuzo (Brewery).  Here, visitors can enjoy the 

atmosphere of the old sake cellar dated back to the Edo period and free samples are offered.  It is 

located in the old district of Takehara. 

• Saihoji Temple Fumeikaku Tower Originally built in 1560, it burned to the ground. It has evolved 

since then with parts being added over many years. The Saihouji compound is up on top of a long 

flight of stairs. It faces out towards Takehara and the sea. The view is wonderful. 

• Bamboo Joy Highland has a wind instrument made of 270 bamboo poles.  Many events are held 

at this hall. A good place for Cherry Blossom viewing or simply to enjoy a picnic with a view of the 

beautiful sea. 

• Okunoshima/ Bunny Island: A 20 minute ferry ride from Tadanoumi 忠海 This island is great for a 

day trip as you can have a picnic, go hiking, lie on the beach, play tennis and visit the interesting 

Poison Gas Museum. There are many remains of the Poison Gas factory on the island which gives 

the island an eerie feel. Besides that you can see many rabbits that live on the island. They are 

pretty tame so remember to bring carrots and your camera! 

• Mt. Kurotaki and Mt. Shirotaki: From Tadanoumi station head towards the very tall mountain, 

which is Mt. Kurotaki. At the top of the mountain, there is a temple sacred to Kannon, the Goddess 

of Mercy, which is said to have been established in the year 730 by the Buddhist saint Gyoki. A 

panoramic view from the mountaintop cliffs is breathtaking, overlooking studded islands including 

Okunoshima Island, just below the mountain to the faraway Ishizuchi mountain range in Shikoku. 

There are also 33 stone Buddhist images scattered on the mountainside, and these were 

dedicated by local people 150 years ago. Many people pay a visit to these places as a miniature 

pilgrimage of western Japan. 

Mt. Shirotaki is just behind Mt. Kurotaki and at the top is a temple which is run by a priest who is 

originally from England. 

• Miyatoko cave sauna: From Tadanoumi station turn left and walk along the train tracks till the 

second left. Keep walking straight down windy roads till you get to Miyatoko beach. This beach is 

hundreds of years old and is famous for being in the 1950’s film “Hinode”. On the far right side of 

the beach you will see a funny building attached to the cliff. This is the entrance to the cave sauna. 

It is open 11:30-21:00 and costs 1200 yen. You can sit in your swimming costume or shorts and t-

shirt. There is only one other place in Japan like this, so please do make a visit.  

 

Festivals 
 

Kurotaki Cherry Blossom Festival: Early April 

Tadanoumi Miyatoko Festival: End of April 
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This festival came about because lots of children got sick and died from a smallpox plague. This 

festival is thus dedicated to children. Both days have concerts and events as well as flea market. 

On the Sunday head to Miyatoko Beach at round 4pm to take part in the crazy prize catching 

game. There are great prizes to be won, and it is quite an experience. 

Tadanoumi Gion Festival: Mid-July 

This festival is for the boys who turn 20 years old. They dress in cool costumes. In the beginning 

their backs are covered in “monkeys”. They have a ceremony where they throw these “monkeys” 

and if you catch them you will have good luck. Then the boys and some old men carry a giant 

portable shrine around the town all day. They get blessed by almost every shop in the town. At 

night fall they head for one of the temples to put the shrine back. Really an emotional experience, 

especially as Tadanoumi has so few boys coming of age. 

Takehara Summer Festival & Fireworks: Late August 

Takehara Bamboo Festival: October 

This festival puts all other lantern festivals to shame. Walk through “Little Kyoto” to see beautiful 

bamboo light artwork. Also watch performances, listen to music, have your photo taken with the 

Bamboo Princess, dance with the Break dancing Panda, eat loads of good food and join the old 

men in drinking lots of Takehara sake. 
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OSAKIKAMIJIMA 大崎上島 
Located in the Seto Inland Sea in between the large islands of Honshu and Shikoku are hundreds of 

islands, sits the island of Osakikamjima. Despite being small, it is a great place to live and to visit, 

complemented by gorgeous sunsets, beautiful beaches, a superb onsen, a spectacular view from its 

highest peak, and a friendly community of farmers who grow some of the best tasting mikan oranges 

you’ll ever have the opportunity to eat. 

 

Transportation 
 

Getting there 

Take the Kaguyahime (かぐや姫) Bus from Hiroshima Station to the Takehara ferry port which takes a 

little over an hour, and from there the ferry takes about 30 minutes to Osakikamijima.  There is also a 

ferry that connects to Akitsu which takes about 35 minutes.  You can travel to Akitsu by train, or there is 

also a bus from Saijo that takes about 30 minutes.  On the southern side of the island there are ferry 

ports that connect to Imabari in Shikoku as well as the island of Osakishimojima which is part of the 

island chain connected by bridges leading to Hiro. 

 

Getting around on Osakikamijima 

There are two bus lines that run the perimeter of the island: One runs clockwise and the other runs 

counterclockwise.  The bus system here is not as active as one in a larger city, so it is recommended 

that you know the schedule beforehand and do not simply wait at a stop for the next passing bus.  

 

Sightseeing and Activities 
 

Kinoe Onsen (ホテル清風館 Hotel Seifukan) 

Located on the southeast tip of the island in the former town of Kinoe is the Hotel Seifukan onsen and 

resort.  In addition to being a fine hotel, Seifukan has a rotenburo, an open-air bath.  Being on the 

inland sea, this onsen’s water is a bit salty, but it doesn’t detract one bit from the experience of enjoying 

the hotspring while looking out over the sea and the neighboring islands.  Using the onsen costs 700 

yen per person, and if you pay for a hotel room the onsen is free of charge during your stay. 
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Mt. Kannomine (a.k.a. Mt. Shinposan神峰山)   

Mt. Kannomine is Osakikamijima’s highest peak at a height of 452.6m, and it is said that on a clear day 

from the top one can see a total of 115 different islands.  There are hiking trails to the top with several 

different starting points, or you can choose to drive since there is a road with a parking lot at the top. 

 

Antenna Shop and Café 

Located in the former town of Osaki is a nice little café called Antenna.  The owner is a former 

motorcycle cop from Tokyo, and she speaks English so if you want to stop in for a snack or a cup of 

coffee, this is a great place to take a break.  In addition to the café, there is also a little shop where you 

can find a variety of imported foods for sale. 

 

 

Festivals 
In the month of August each of the three former towns has their own summer festival.  All three of them 

have a great show of fireworks on the coast, with plenty of food and drink for sale for all who attend.  In 

two of the festivals you will also see kaidenma racing using a long row boat.  Kaidenma racing is very 

popular here, with the elementary junior high school students having opportunities to practice and race 

throughout the year, and there is even a two day trip planned once a year where a team of rowers 

travel from Osakikamijima all the way to Miyajima and complete their journey by passing through the 

famous Torii in the water. 
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HATSUKAICHI AND ITSUKAICHI 廿日市市・五日市 
While it is a city of some 120,000 people, Hatsukaichi is more of a suburb of Hiroshima than a city unto 

itself. Hatsukaichi is a great place to live but does not offer much for the visitor - although, there is 

plenty to explore.  

 

Japanese Language Study 
The International Association holds free Japanese classes at local community centers.  For further 

information call 0829-20-0116 ext. 1337. Or check out their website at http://ww4.tiki.ne.jp/~hia21/e/ 

 

Attractions 
• Jigozen Shrine地御前神社- An outpost of Miyajima's Itsukushima Shrine. When Miyajima was 

too sacred to live on, the monks lived here. 5-minute walk west of the Jigozen streetcar stop. 

• Gokurakuji極楽寺– This temple shares the name of the mountain on which it sits atop. While the 

temple itself is quite old, the main hall was rebuilt by Mori Motonari in the 16th century. The 
wooden bodhisattva inside is said to have been carved in the 7th century, and is an important 
cultural asset, but you can only see it when the hall is open for public viewing. (Public viewings 
occur twice a year – in April and September).  You can get there by taking on a two-hour climb, or 
you can take your car to get to the top. Regardless of the how you get there, the view from the top 
of the mountain also makes it worthwhile. 

• Tenmangu廿日市天満宮– This shrine is another good spot to view the city and its surroundings, 

it is the most easily accessible shrine in the center of Hatsukaichi, just in front of Chuo Kominkan. 

• Tounji洞雲寺- Located next to Sakata Elementary, this temple contains the gravesites of many of 

Mori Motonari's most loyal samurai.  The temple stands in a peaceful cedar grove, with rice 
paddies on either side of the path up to its front gate.  Rumour has it that this temple and 
surrounding area are to be destroyed to make way for a new road and residential zone, so don’t 
delay your visit! 

• Sakurapia – Located adjacent to Hatsukaichi City Hall, this auditorium and performing arts center 
hosts several concerts and plays throughout the year, many of them free! There are always fliers 
for upcoming events plastered on the walls of the streetcar stops. This building also houses the 
Hatsukaichi City Public Library.  

 

Sports Facilities 

● Hatsukaichi Sports Center (Sun Cherry サンチェリー) – the main sports center in the area. Buy 

a ticket from the vending machine, according to which facility you want to use. 
Hours: 8 am to 9:30 pm. 

Website: http://suncherry.npo-polano.or.jp/ 

 

http://ww4.tiki.ne.jp/~hia21/e/
http://ww4.tiki.ne.jp/~hia21/e/
http://suncherry.npo-polano.or.jp/
http://suncherry.npo-polano.or.jp/
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● Central Sports – located inside Alpark, this is a conveniently located private gym (membership 
only). Swimming pool, weights, squash courts etc., a very friendly gym for the regular user. 

 

Itsukaichi Sports Club (五日市スポーツクラブ – A swimming school with normal gym facilities. While 

you have to become a member to join this school, not only do they have several membership plans 

rates of payment, they also have day a free visit option and a month trial option as well. If your 

Japanese is up to it, or you don’t mind working through it, it might be worth a try.  

Hours: 10am to 9:00pm Mondays to Saturdays 

Website: http://itsukaichi-sc.swimmingschool.jp/ss.html (Japanese only) 

 

Restaurants and Bars 
Soulover – top of the list for a reason, it’s our area’s American diner/bar, and a great place to go if town 

seems a bit far. Their burgers beat Shack and Kemby’s hands down, and the LocoMoco is pretty good too. 

You can find it just off Coin-Dori. 

Sara Café – A funky café-restaurant in town. Lounge music, comfy chairs and great nouvelle-cuisine 

food (Lunch \700).  The store is located on Route 2, nearby Hatsukaichi station. 

Ing – This store is another swanky new place, located on Route 2 next to the city hall.  

Canada-kan - Nothing to do with Canada, but they do have good Italian food, especially the pasta. The 

location is on Route 2, across the street from Saty. 

Olive– located across from Canada-kan. Japanese-style tables but a good fusion of food. 

Tokugawa –You can make your own Hiroshima/Kansai-style Okonomiyaki here!  You can find it 

underneath Pachinko Kokusai, just down the road from the city hall. 

Sagur – Indian food at a good price, just off Coin-Dori 

Roopali – Even more Indian food, inside the Fuji-Grand at Ajina 

Ganesh – One of the best Indian restaurants in Hiroshima! Ganesh is located in the Tina Court 

shopping plaza on Route 2, right across from Hatsukaichi City Hall. 

Onmaku Sushi – the biggest kaiten-zushi restaurant in the Chugoku area! It’s at the end of Coin Dori, 

near Uniqlo. 

Omatsuri Sushi – located near Alpark, every plate is \105 – and not bad either. 

Akanezora – A small izakaya that serves a couple of Korean dishes – well priced. Just off Route 2, 

near Hatsukaichi Station. 

Wara Wara–next to Itsukaichi Station, has an English menu, great selection, and cheap! 

Uotami– is a very nice izakaya with locations at Itsukaichi Station and Hatsukaichi Station. Uotami’s is 

comparable to Wara Wara and Zawatami. 

 

http://itsukaichi-sc.swimmingschool.jp/ss.html
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Shopping 
There are tons of places around this area for all different types of shopping. Here’s a list of just some of 

the places: 

Alpark – The biggest shopping mall in the Itsukaichi/Hatsukaichi area. Gap, Muji, Starbucks, Uniqlo, 

and Yamada Denki (to name a few) can all be found here. In the more recent addition, the North Wing, 

you can find a movie theater, a Super Sports Xebio mega-store, and a full-sized Futaba bookstore. 

Alpark is awesome! It eliminates the need to go all the way downtown for those who live on the west 

side and are just looking to do some light shopping.  

Tina Court – Opened in 2008, right along Route 2, across from Hatsukaichi City Hall. A small shopping 

center with an Aruk supermarket, an Edion electronics store, Wants, Little Mermaid bakery, and several 

small restaurants.  

The Big – a Super Discount store: low-priced foods, clothing, household items, electrical appliances 

and more.  

Yamaya – really cheap foreign foods and alcohol!  There’s one next to The Big and yet another near 

Itsukaichi Station. 

Yours – A “supermarket”, plenty of them dotted about. 

Spark – An easy to find supermarket, Open 24h. 

Saty – A department store on Route 2, South of Hatsukaichi. 

Madam Joy – A supermarket located just south of Rakurakuen Station (Family Town). 

Pure Cook – is yet another supermarket. Location: Just about everywhere. 

Finds – huge wholesale place down by the main harbor. 

Daiki –is a DIY and hardware store. The biggest store is located next to Madam Joy in Rakurakuen. 

Fuji Grand – A mall at Ajina, stuff for the home and a supermarket.  

Pro-Mart – another cheap grocer, get meat here in bulk. Yep, bulk meat. At the North Exit of Itsukaichi 

Station. 

2nd Street – a recycle shop 10-minute walk from Rakurakuen. 

Circle One – a big recycle shop in the Alpark area. Go here for that cheap sofa you need! 

Nitori –is a car/bicycle accessible home furnishing store. Great for bed sheets and all those 

accessories you want for your house. 

Yamada Denki – Electronics superstore. With a big one located right next to Alpark – you have no 

need to go to the one in town. 

Wants – Essential for all you bathroom and cosmetic goods. They have locations all over the place. 
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SAIJO/HIGASHI-HIROSHIMA 西条・東広島 
 

Saijo is a beautiful place to live, with a big town, small city type of feel.  It is known for being one of the 

three biggest sake distillers in Japan. Hiroshima University, located in the center of town, has attracted 

students from many different prefectures as well as many study-abroad students. 

 

Transportation 
 

Getting There 

Saijo is about 40 minutes east of Hiroshima City and one hour west of Onomichi on the Sanyo line. 

Trains to Hiroshima leave every 15-20 minutes. 

 

Getting Around Saijo 

Saijo has a fairly easy-to-use bus system that runs around the Higashi-Hiroshima area. Be warned that 

buses are typically late, so if you arrive at the bus stop early, you might have to wait a few extra 

minutes for your bus to arrive. Bus service to most areas stops after 7:30pm, while the bus to the 

university ends around 10pm. 

 

Attractions 
 

Sakagura-Dori 酒蔵通り 

The majority of the sake distilleries are scattered along this famous street and are easily recognizable 

as they are painted black and white. Some of the breweries have open tours once a month. You get a 

chance to have an insider’s view of the breweries, learn the history of the distilleries and get some 

information about sake production. As schedules may be subject to change, it’s best to call and ask for 

updated schedules. The primary brewing season is from October until March. You can visit the English 

website at http://www.saijosake.com for more information. 

 

 

 

http://www.saijosake.com/
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Kagamiyama Park 鏡山公園:  

A beautiful park with lots of open areas to play a game of Frisbee, barbeque or just have a sit down. 

This park is a crowd pleaser come spring, as the cherry blossoms are blooming and hundreds of 

people come to the park for Hanami.  

 

Minaga Reservoir: 三永水源地  

A local nature spot famous for its wisteria, this place is good for a quiet walk. Not too far from the 

reservoir are the Azumako Falls, which are reputedly the largest falls in Higashi-Hiroshima City. A tower 

from a Christian music school rises in the backdrop when viewed from the top of the falls, and you can 

climb down to the pool at the bottom. 

 

Sake Festival 酒祭り 

For one weekend in October, Saijo becomes the top destination for people from all around Japan, 

including JETs. The Sake Festival has all your typical festival food, games and atmosphere, but, of 

course, it is most known for the sake pavilion. Over 900 different kinds of sake are represented by 

breweries from different prefectures. You can buy tickets from a convenience store or buy them on the 

day of, however buying them before the event is cheaper. Your ticket gets you a souvenir sake cup and 

entrance to the Sake Garden  

(酒ひろば), where you can sample as many different sake varieties as you like. Be warned, the sake 

goes quickly! 

 

Education/International Centers 
 

Hiroshima University 広島大学 (PH 82-422-7111) 

Hiroshima University was founded on May 31, 1949. In 1973 Hiroshima University relocated its main 

campus to the Kagamiyama district of Higashi-Hiroshima. The university has a diverse population of 

students from various prefectures and from overseas. It also offers a number of faculties and 

specialized research programs. The growth of the university has helped develop Saijo into a “University 

town,” and has created an upswing in new businesses and restaurants in the surrounding area. Though, 

main facilities are restricted to faculty and students it's still worth taking a stroll around the campus. The 

campus has a number of athletic fields, cafes, and a museum.  If you decide to take the JLPT, you will 

most likely take it at the university. 
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Sun Square サンスクエア (PH 82-424-3811) 

There’s always someone at the help desk who will be available to help you, but depending on who is 

manning the desk he or she will have varying English ability. There are some English magazines & 

newspapers, free internet access, and information about monthly festivals & events, as well as 

Japanese classes that are offered in the area. 

 

JICA/HIP 広島国際プラザ (PH 82-421-5900) 

The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and Hiroshima International Plaza (HIP) are 

organizations that are involved with international projects with foreign countries as well as hosting 

overseas nationals for short term intercultural exchange. There’s a small library and free internet 

access as well. First year students will have their one week language course here. See more at: 

http://hiroshima-ic.or.jp/english/hip/index.html 

 

Essential Services 
 

Hiroshima Bank 広島銀行 (PH 82-422-2151) 

Hiroshima Bank is a 10-minute walk from Saijo Station on the Boulevard. Unfortunately, the bank is 

only open until 3pm and is closed on weekends. There are plenty of ATMs you can use throughout the 

city, though. 

 

Saijo Post Office 西条郵便局 (PH 82-422-3327) 

The post office is also only 10 minutes from the station. You can use a post account like a bank 

account, as well as send money home for a fee of about 2,000 yen. 

 

Saijo City Office 西条市役所 (PH 82-422-2111) 

Matters relating to your residence in Higashihiroshima will be dealt with here.  

 

 

  

http://hiroshima-ic.or.jp/english/hip/index.html
http://hiroshima-ic.or.jp/english/hip/index.html
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Medical Care 
 

Emergency Clinic 休日診療所 (PH 82-422-5400) 

Health and Medical Care Centre Higashihiroshima clinic is open on weekends and public holidays and 

offers A&E facilities. 

 

Inokuchi Hospital 井野口病院 (PH 82-422-3711) 

This hospital offers general health treatment services. The hours are 8:30-11:00am and 1:00-5:00pm. It 

is closed on Wednesdays, Sundays, and national holidays. 

 

Nozomi Orthopedic Clinic のぞみ整形外科クリニック (PH 82-422-6000) 

This clinic offers internal medicine and orthopedic services. The orthopedic clinic hours are 8:00am-

8:00pm, Monday through Friday, and 9:00am-5:00pm on Saturday. Internal medicine is open MTWF 

9:00-6:30, and Thursday and Saturday from 9:00-1:00. Both are closed Sundays and holidays. 

 

Motonaga Hospital 本永病院 (PH 82-423-2666) 

This hospital offers internal medicine and gynecology services. Hours are 8:00-5:30, and it is closed on 

Thursdays, Sundays, and national holidays. 

 

Nikaido Eye Clinic 二階堂眼科 (PH 82-421-1110) 

This clinic offers specialist eye services. Hours are 9:00-12:30pm M,T,Th,F,Sat, and 3:00-6:00 M,T, 

and Th. 

 

 

Nonoyama Dental Clinic ののやま矯正歯科病院 (PH 82-420-8790) 

Located right next to the station' this clinic offers regular and orthodontic dental services. Hours are 

10:00-7:00. It is closed on Wednesdays, Saturdays, Sundays, and national holidays. 
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Restaurants and Bars レストランと酒場 
The majority of the restaurants are located on the Boulevard, the 375 and areas around Hiroshima 

University, with a few nice places to grab a drink near the station.  

Below is a list of a few recommended places. 

 

Izakayas 居酒屋 

Izakaya restaurants are typically places where you order a lot of different small Japanese dishes, share 

with friends and can order various cocktails and drinks. The portions are small but if you like to try a lot 

of different things this is the place to do that. These restaurants are often the meeting place for work 

parties, enkais. 

 

Za Watami  

Literally right next to the station, you can't miss it. Located in 4-story building with an izaykaya for each 

floor, Za Watami is a good place to sample izakaya cuisine. Lots of choice and a good place for an 

enkai.  

 

Wara Wara 

This izakaya is just down from the station, past the first set of lights, next to the 7/11. A slightly cheaper 

option than the monolith next to the station, Wara Wara is the ALT's izakaya of choice. Try the all-you-

can-eat plan for your enkai after-party. 

 

Sakaguradori Restaurants (a few minutes from Saijo station) 

Located in the Sakaguradori district, these restaurants are sure to appease hungry appetites after a 

long night of work or going out. You can have your choice of okonomiyaki, yakitori or ramen.  

 

Restaurants 
 

Gyu Kaku (near Mos Burger and the video shop, on the 375) 

A convenientally located yakiniku place that has a great selection of food. 
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Sushi-sen すし鮮（回転寿）(PH 82-431-3580) 

A pricey, but very delicious sushi restaurant. It gets very busy at meal times, wait times of 30 minutes or 

more and not uncommon. There is also a take out option.  

 

Onmaku おんまく (PH 082-431-5285) 

If you want to go out for sushi, but Sushi-sen is a bit too expensive, try Onmaku. While it gets very busy, 

the sushi is good and the price is right. There is a touch-screen order system as well as a shinkansen 

track if you want a touch of novelty. 

 

Cafés 
 

Café Ecran 

A modern café where you'll see a lot of studious university students. They have coffee, drinks, 

sandwiches and cakes.  

 

Earthberry 

Located behind the giant Angkor pachinko, down a side street from Saijo Plaza, this small coffee shop 

is a great place to relax with a cappuccino and muffin. The coffee is roasted on site, and the owner has 

a good relationship with his growers. Earthberry offers Saturday morning coffee-brewing classes for 

500 yen, but call early, because they fill up quick (Japanese only). 

 

Kugurimon くぐり問 

In the heart of the sake district lies Kugurimon. While the coffee isn't the most delicious thing, the 

atmosphere and the desserts are pretty good. Be warned, the staff waffles between over-attentive and 

flat-out ignoring you for hours depending on how busy they are. 

 

Shopping 
YouMe town ゆめタウン (PH 82-423-1111) 

This department store has all the essentials. There's a grocery store, a stationary store, a 100 yen store, 

a bedding/cookware department, a few restaurants and some clothing stores. 
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Fuji Grand フジグラン (PH 82-431-5611) 

This department store is a bit bigger than YouMe town. There's a nice grocery store on the first floor 

and a bevy of restaurants to choose from. There are also many good home supply stores and 

restaurants nearby. The biggest highlight of Fuji Grand is their 6 screen movie theatre on the third floor. 

Log onto www.t-joy.net to find out what's playing. Tickets are usually 1800 yen, but cost only 1000 yen 

for men on Mondays or for women on Wednesdays. Movies showing after 8:00pm are reduced to 1200 

yen, making it a good deal if you have a car or enjoy a night walk back to your apartment. 

 

Saijo Plaza 西条プラザ (PH 82-423-6111) 

Not the most notable department store but has good restaurants adjacent to it and the YMCA is located 

there. There are various other restaurants along 'Gourmet Street' on the same floor. There's a good 

Indian restaurant called Tandoor. 

 

Home Daiki 

A home supply store near Youme town and one next to Fresta. 

 

NAFCO: (near Hiroshima University) 

A home supply and furniture shop that has a great selection of affordable and modern furniture.  

 

Second Street サカンドストリート (PH 82-493-6822) 

A second hand shop that has a variety of furniture, electrical appliances, clothes and other oddities. A 

great place to furnish your house when you arrive. 

 

Edion エディオン (PH 82-423-3211) 

For all your electronic needs, connected to the Fuji Grand. 

 

Kitamura Camera カメラのキタムラ (PH 82-422-5213) 

This store offers digital and film development services, and sells new and second hand digital camera 

equipment. 

 

http://www.t-joy.net/
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Yamaya やまや (PH 82-493-8521) 

Yamaya is a great place to visit to stock up on foreign foods and alcohol. 

 

Uniqlo ユニクロ (PH 82-493-7251) 

Uniqlo offers good quality basic clothing at reasonable prices. 

 

Softbank ソフトアバンク (PH 82-421-5511) 

Softbank is one of Japan's three main mobile providers. 

 

NTT Docomo ドコモ (PH 82-431-3730) 

NTT Docomo is one of Japan’s three main mobile providers. 

 

au by KDDI (PH 82-421-2083) 

au is one of Japan’s three main mobile providers. 

 

 

 

Recreational Guide 

YMCA  (PH 82-422-1717)  

This gym is located in Saijo Plaza. It has friendly staff, a weight room, a number of dance and yoga 

classes. 

 

Renaissance ルネサンス (PH 82-431-0333) 

A health club that provides a weight room, aerobics class and a pool. This health club is a bit bigger 

and nicer than the YMCA.  

 

 

 



 SAIJO/HIGASHI-HIROSHIMA  

96 
 

Higashi Hiroshima Undo Koen 東広島運動公園 (PH 82-425-2525) 

Located on the 375 past Saino High School, they have a gym as well as facilities for badminton, 

basketball, tennis, soccer, martial arts and dance. 

 

Saijo Chuo Koen 西条中央公園  

This little park is located on the boulevard, just down from the station. It has a playground and toilets. 

This is where the Sake Matsuri takes place in October. 

 

Entertainment 
Kamo Bowling Alley 賀茂ボール (PH 82-422-0777) 

This 30 lane alley is part of Kamo Hotel, which also houses a video game parlor, ping pong tables and 

billiards. Lovely facilities and a great place to spend a rainy afternoon. 

 

Hot Kamo ホットカモ (PH 82-422-1101) 

The onsen is in the building next to the bowling alley and is also part of the hotel. A nice, quaint onsen 

with strong massage jets and an outdoor onsen.  

 

Shidax シダックス (PH 82-421-0770) 

A bit expensive, but a nice place for karaoke. 

 

Manekineko まねきねこ (PH 82-431-5788) 

Cheaper than Shidax, and allows you to bring in your own food and drink. Just don’t make too big of a 

deal of it. 

 

Popeye's メディアカフェポパイ (PH 82-493-6711) 

A chain internet café providing a range of internet booths, comics and magazines. In the back, there 

are also three pool tables and some dart machines. An hour for Internet use at the open seats costs a 

little under 400 yen. If you need to use Word, you have to use the closed booth computers. 
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Futaba Recycle Store フタバリサイクル (PH 82-493-7041) 

This store sells new and used, comics, CDs, DVDs, magazines and games. It’s located on the 486 

towards Hachihonmatsu, right next to McDonalds. 

 

Tsutaya (PH 82-431-6633) 

Tsutaya is a big chain business which sells and rents, CDs, DVDs, comics, books, magazines etc. The 

Saijo store is reasonably big and quite new. 

 

Sega World セガワールド (PH 82-422-9872) 

Sega World is a gaming centre located on the boulevard. 

 

Saijo Central Library  西条中央図書館 (PH 82-422-9449) 

A two-story library that has a small collection of English books.  

 


